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Dear Members and Friends of First United Methodist Church,�
 
Each month when you read your issue of the Pioneer, I hope that you take the time to reflect upon the many ways 
First United Methodist Church is offering the Gospel message through you!  Pastor Mark and I feel so blessed to work 
‘shoulder to shoulder’ with you in the ministry of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  
Truly, there is nothing more rewarding than this work. I don’t have to tell you that the world is aching for us to think 
beyond our church walls and find ways to actually be the hands and feet of Christ to those in need. What greater joy is 
experienced than offering Jesus to others through our love in action?  Friends, we are challenged to offer a bold faith! 
 
The starting place for ministry in 2010 is Consecration Sunday.  
 
Join us on Sunday, November 8th at both services (8:30 & 11:00), as we bring our Be The Church commitment cards 
for 2010 to Christ’s altar and give God the Glory!  We are all challenged –in this present recession – to order our 
priorities with clarity and purpose.  Please prayerfully consider your commitment to financially support our ministries 
so that we can continue to fund ministries –both ongoing and new offerings—in compelling ways.  The Great 
Commission reminds us that we are to be witnesses for Jesus Christ in our families, schools, neighborhoods and 
throughout this world.  Together, let us minister to our corner of God’s kingdom through our own “love in action”.       
  
One of the things I am most impressed with is that First Church is alive with ministry seven days a week. This 
statement is not an exaggeration; this is an active, alive ministry setting! Our vitality in ministry is unceasing because 
of your prayers, your presence, your gifts and your service. All these areas of stewardship are vital.  I know that this 
has not been an easy year for some in our church family.  There has been the loss of a wage earner in some of our 
families and belt tightening in others. Though all of us have had to be more mindful of our finances, still some of us 
have not been overly affected by this present economic recession.   That is why it is also important for those of us who 
are able to increase our giving to our church do so for this 2010 ministry year.  Together, our church family will 
weather these lean times by finding ways to support ministry by stepping up our worship attendance, stepping up our 
ministry participation, stepping up our financial giving and stepping up our personal commitment to invite family and 
friends to experience the many things First Church has to offer.    
 
Please know, too, how grateful this staff is to receive your financial support of our ministry roles. It is a joy for me to 
work in collaboration with this fine team of colleagues.  First Church is blessed to have this ministry team in place 
and we are blessed to be on this journey with you as we listen to discern God’s next great adventure for First 
Methodist!  
 
So remember: Consecration Sunday, November 8th @ 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Please bring your prepared 2010 Be The 
Church commitment cards to worship so you can place it in the offering plates on the altar at the end of worship. 
Together, let us Be The Church that God calls us to be!   
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Thoughts from Your Lay Leader 

 by Jeff Walker  

It was an honor to share the 
message "Gifts For All 
Occasions" during worship on 
October 11th.   I came across 
another story that made me 
realize how gifts given for God's 
work can make a very large 
impact no matter their size.  It is 
entitled "57 Cents that Made 
History". 
  
A sobbing little girl stood near a 
small church from which she had 
been turned away because it "was 
too crowded".  "I can't go to 
Sunday School" she sobbed to the 
pastor as he walked by. Seeing 
her shabby,unkempt appearance, 
the pastor guessed the reason and, 
taking her by the hand, took her 
inside and found a place for her 
in the Sunday School class.  The 
child was so touched that she 
went to bed that night thinking of 
the children who have no place to 
worship Jesus. 
  
Some two years later, this child 
lay dead in one of the poor 
tenement buildings and the 
parents called for the kind-
hearted  pastor, who had 
befriended their daughter, to 
handle the final arrangements.  
As her poor little body was being 
moved, a worn and crumpled 
purse was found which seemed to 
have been rummaged from some 
trash dump. Inside was found 57 
cents and a note scribbled  in 
childish handwriting which read, 
"This is to help build the little  

___________________________   
 
church bigger so more children 
can go to Sunday School.   
  
For two years she had saved for 
this offering of love.  When the 
pastor tearfully read the note, 
he knew instantly what he 
would do. Carrying  this note and 
the cracked, red pocketbook to 
the pulpit, he told the story of her 
unselfish love and devotion.  He 
challenged his deacons to get 
busy and raise enough money for 
the larger building.  But the story 
does not end there. 
  
A newspaper learned of the story 
and published it.  It was read by a 
realtor who offered them a parcel 
of land worth many thousands.  
When told that the church could 
not pay so much, he offered it for 
a 57 cent payment.Church 
members made large 
subscriptions.  Checks came from 
far and wide.  Within five years 
the little girl's gift had increased 
to $250,000; a huge sum for that 
time (near the turn of the 
century).  Her unselfish love had 
paid large dividends. 
  
When you are in the city of 
Philadelphia, look up Temple 
Baptist Church, with a seating 
capacity  of 3300, and Temple 
University, where hundreds of 
students are trained.  Have a look, 
too, at the Good Samaritan 
Hospital and at a Sunday School 
building which houses hundreds 
of Sunday scholars, so that no 
child in the area will ever need to 
be left outside at Sunday school 
time.  
  
A very awesome thing happened 
with one small gift given from 
the heart.  God blessed many 
through the actions of one so 
small.  Think about it as we 
approach Consecration Sunday. 
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(L-R) Linda Gregg, Beth Martin and 
Chris Hampson assemble the Be The 
Church stewardship packets. 
 
The stewardship campaign kicked 
off on October 11, 2009.  Packets 
with the commitment cards for 
2010 were assembled and 
available in the gathering space 
on October 18 and 25.  If you did 
not pick up a packet one may 
have been delivered to your 
home.  If you did not receive a 
packet please contact the church 
office at 349-7020.   
 
The packets included the booklet 
outlining the opportunities 
available to you for 2010.  
Remember that each year you 
must sign up for the areas where 
you would like to serve.  The sign 
ups are not carried forward year 
to year to allow you to change 
and try a new mission or ministry 
area.  Or if you deserve to allow 
you to continue in the areas you 
are most interested in serving.  
 
If you have any questions about 
the sign up card, the booklet or 
your pledge card please call the 
church office at 349-7020.  The 
commitment card is to be 
returned on Consecration Sunday, 
November 8.  
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Weddings 
-Josh Cook and Stacey Biddle on 
September 26. Josh and Stacey 
are new members. 
 
 Deaths 
-Kenneth Joseph, Sept 24. 
-Ed Sherman, September 29. 
-Shirley Carnes, October 3. 
 
Birth 
-Elena Josephine Anderson to 
Craig and Sarah (List) Anderson 
on September 29th in Chapel 
Hill, North Carolina; proud 
grandparents are Dave and Mary 
Jo List 
-Judah Conrad White born 
October 4 to Libby and Jason 
White of San Francisco; proud 
grandparents are Fred and Cheryl 
Lentz. (He was named Judah 
Conrad as a tribute to Cheryl’s 
Father Dr. William Conrad 
Myers.) 
  
Baptism 
-Landon Trent and Camden Jax 
Montgomery sons of Trent and 
Jackie Montgomery on 
September 27. 
 
Anniversary wishes 
-Ray and Jean Bower celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary on 
October 3. 
-John and Donna Coventry 
celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary on October 16. 
 

Church mailing address 
When sending mail to the church, 
remember to use the post office box 
and post office box zip code and not 
the street address and city zip code.   
The correct mailing address is 
FUMC, P.O. Box 729, Newark, 
Ohio 43058 
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By Todd Brooks 
 
It’s not too early to start thinking 
about Christmas and if you have 
people on your list that are hard 
to buy for, consider giving Scrip 
gift cards this year. With over 
600 different retailers to choose 
from, you can easily find gifts 
that satisfy even the hardest to 
please on your list and, at the 
same time, help eliminate the 
stress of holiday shopping.   
 
The Evangelism committee began 
selling Scrip cards two years ago 
as a way to help fund our 
community dinners. Thanks to 
your support, First Church has 
been able to provide a monthly 
meal as well as host special 
community events such as the 
Hog & Clog last month. The 
great thing about purchasing 
Scrip is that you receive, dollar-
for-dollar, everything you pay 
for. The contribution the church 
receives is paid by the retailer. 
 
Take a copy of the complete 
retailer list located on the 
Community Dinner bulletin 
board in the gathering space and 
start planning your purchases 
now. A complete list is also 
available by logging on to 
www.glscrip.com. You can place 
your order on the 1st Sunday of 
each month at the Scrip table in 
the gathering space. Your order 
will be ready the next week. If 
you have questions about the 
Scrip program, call Ellen Wilkin 
(587-3299) or Todd Brooks (366-
6642). 

 

Hygiene and Holy 
Communion 
By Daniel T. Benedict, Jr and Taylor Burton-
Edwards, General  Board of Discipleship 
 
The flu and cold season and 
especially the current H1N1 
concerns has prompted the General 
Board of Discipleship to release 
information regarding communion 
services. 
 
According to the board, some simple 
steps can be taken for the health and 
comfort of all who share in the 
Lord’s Supper.  They suggest: 

·  Communion be prepared 
with fresh elements and 
clean hands. 

·  Encourage everyone to 
wash their hands prior 
coming into the service. 

 
And for communion served or by 
intinction be sure to: 

·  Only the server touches the 
bread providing pieces of 
bread large enough to dip 
without the recipient’s 
fingers touching the juice. 

·  Tilt the cup slightly toward 
the recipient to enable juice 
to flow toward the cup so 
the recipient will not touch 
the juice with their fingers 

·  Servers should hand the 
individual cup to the 
recipient being careful not 
to touch hands. 

·  Individual cups should be 
taken by the recipient and 
placed in the pew holder 
and not returned to the tray 
held by the server.  The use 
of plastic cups is 
acceptable, however the use 
of glass cups that can be 
washed is preferred. 

 
If you are sick or sneezing please 
consider not taking communion 
during this flu and cold season. 
Hospitality and jygiene go together 
so that we may share the Lord’s 
Supper without concerns about 
health. 
___________________________ 



 
Dear Friends, 
What a heartwarming 
experience—reading the beautiful 
cards and warm expressions from 
all of you who helped me 
celebrate  my 95th birthday! I 
thank you all for your 
thoughtfulness.  In my seventy 
years as a member of First 
Methodist Church, I have so 
many long and endearing 
friendships – sharing times, fun 
times, travel and quiet moments, 
that bring cherished memories.  I 
feel so blessed.  God is good. 
                       Dee Trexel 
 
Dear First Church, 
Thank you so much for your 
prayers and concern for me while 
I have recovered very well at 95 
years old from my third back 
surgery this summer and fall. 
Thank you members, Barb for the 
prayer shawl, Mary Lutz we 
enjoyed your visit and apple pie 
and Richard Clark for the 
hospital visits!  We are thankful 
for you all at FUMC. 
        Mary Francis and Lori Love 
 
Dear Mary and First Church, 
Thank you for your recent 
donation of video tapes to the 
women of Courage House. These 
educational materials will 
certainly help with their 
parenting, relationships and 
weight loss issues and skills. 
Thanks for your kindness and 
thoughfulness. 
      Tim Gano for Courage House 
 
Acolytes, 
Thank you to Aric Adams, Chris 
Bowden, Deborah Chow, Molly 
Chow, Taylor Henson, Kara 
Spence, Rachel Spence and 
Kathryn Watson for serving as 
acolytes during September.  
            First Church  

��������             

 
Pastors Barb and Mark, 
Thank you for your service and 
commitment to First Church. 
October is Pastor Appreciation 
Month and we would like to 
extend our sincere appreciation 
of your service here at First 
Church.  Also a special thank you 
to Pastor Charles Rader who 
recently retired and Rev. Rich 
Clark, Rev. Clark and the 
Stephen Ministry teams for 
assisting with visitation. 
     Jack Neely, Staff Parish Chair       
     and FUMC members 
 
Cub Scouts, 
Thank you from First Church for 
your donations of bags of candy 
for the annual Fall children’s 
programs.  Your donations were 
appreciated. 
       FUMC Children’s program 
 

____________________ 
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The Boy Scouts of Troop #11 
collected canned goods for the 
First Church food pantry the first 
week of October.  Based at 
Central Christian Church, the 
troop wanted to donate to a local 
pantry and selected the First 
Church food pantry.   
 
In addition the scouts donated 
cider, gallons of milk and biscuit 
dough rolls to the pantry.  The 
items were greatly appreciated by 
our patrons.  Lisa Davies is the 
leader of Troop #11.  
 
 

 

Carter Update 
 
Jeremiah Friesner reports that 
Carter is still at home and is 
holding his own.  He underwent 
preliminary testing on October 22 
to determine a possible 
November date for the bone 
marrow transplant.  At this time 
Carter has had to have only one 
blood transfusion and his platetts 
have remained good.  The 
doctor’s want to wait and see his 
progress before setting the date 
for the transplant. 
 
The Friesner’s appreciate your 
continued interest and prayers as 
they prepare for the upcoming 
surgery.  

WHAT IF WE 
RETHINK 
CHURCH?  

What if Church was not a place 
to go, but something we do?  
What if Church was less about 
Sunday, and more about the 
other days of the week?  What 
if we chose to open our hearts, 
open our minds, and open our 
doors? 
 
LET’S RETHINK CHURCH! 

WELCOME. 
CONNECT. 
IDENTIFY. 

“Welcome one another, therefore, just as 
Christ has welcomed you, for the glory 

of God.”   Romans 15.7 NRSV 
 

Open Hearts. 
Open Minds. 
Open Doors 

The People of the UM Church�
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America’s Second Harvest 
completed a study on hunger in 
America.  As the economy 
recovers the numbers needing 
assistance are increasing.  The 
study showed that nearly four out 
of five families relied on federal 
programs for assistance.  Fewer 
than half receive food stamps 
although many are eligible. 
With the struggle comes the 
juggling of unpaid medical or 
hospital bills. Almost half also 
said they have to choose between 
heating and eating.   
 
Pantries do make a difference. On 
average participating pantries 
distribute 157 boxes or bags of 
food weekly.  One recipient said 
“I went out yesterday and picked 
up sever applications, no jobs, 
but I will keep trying and the 
pantry helps.”  First Church 
averages 10 to 12 per week with 
the numbers increasing to 15 to 
17 toward the end of the month.   
 
As you do your grocery shopping 
please remember the “everyone 
bring one” motto and pick up one 
or two items of canned fruits, 
vegetables, meat, soup, a 
crackers, a boxed meal, spaghetti, 
spaghetti sauce, cereal, macaroni 
and cheese or a bar of soap, 
toothpaste or bottle of shampoo.  
If each family would bring one 
item we could collect 200 items 
each week.   
 
Thank you for your help. 
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United Methodist join in giving 
several special offerings each 
year. World Communion Sunday 
was observed on October 4.  A 
special offering envelope was 
included with the worship 
bulletin.  All monies donated will 
go to provide scholarships for 
students. 
 
On November 29 we will observe 
UM Student Day.  Monies 
collected through this special 
offering will be used for loans 
and scholarships for students at 
accredited colleges and 
universities.   
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The following were approved for 
2010 committees at the October 
Church Conference.  
 
Serving will be for Trustees - 
Cherisse Hopper, Gerry Cannon,  
Gene Booher; Staff Parish-  
Tom Slater, Molly Ingold, Nancy 
Neely; Finance - Kyle Snow,  
Mike Henson,  and Aleesa Womer 
For Servant Leader Council At-
Large - Richard Henry and Sandie 
Baker; Lay Leadership - Cinda 
Borden, Mel Brown and Vicki Miller 
Lay Speakers are Jeff Walker,                      
Jim Shivers, and Jim Whisler. 
 

Lew and cow visit 
Candle Lighters 
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Members of First Church participated in the CROP Walk held on October 18 as 
part of the Youth SERVE Challenge.  Walkers and sponsors helped to make the 
day a success for First Church.  Thank you for your support.  

 



 

 
 
Lew Ault and his friend from Borden. 

 
The Candle Lighters were treated 
to a “fun” program about the 
Borden Dairy at their meeting in 
October.  Lew Ault worked for 
Borden Dairy for 43 years before 
retiring.  He said he began at the 
dairy, went in sales and 
management in Newark, 
Zanesville and Columbus and 
served as the manager of the 
South Third Street plant in 
Newark.   
 
During that time he collected a 
vast array of Borden memorabilia 
which he shared along with his 
humor at the meeting.  Thanks to 
Lew for sharing this informative 
program.   
 
The next meeting of the Candle 
Lighters will be November 5 at 
11:45 a.m. in the social room 
with a program by the Child of 
God children. The meeting is 
open to everyone 50 and older.  
Lunch is offered at $5.00 and 
donations are accepted for the 
food pantry.   
 
___________________________   
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By Nancy Higgins,  
Child of God Director 
�
�������� �
The month of October is a busy 
one with a pumpkin patch field 
trip and our imagination and 
pretend parade and parties.   
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The Trike-a-thon  was successful 
once again this year. The children 
had a great time riding laps 
around the social room.  The got 
pledges and will collect money 
based on how many laps they 
were able to ride.  Some children 
rode as little as one lap and some 
as many as 85 laps, but all helped 
to make the event fun. 

 

Children participate in riding in 
social room. 
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The Child of God is planning a 
Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser on 
Nov. 15 after the second service. 
Plan now to attend.�
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Members of First Church as part 
of the Be The Church initative 
have been offering a worship 
service each month at Alterra 
assisted living facility in North 
Newark.  The service is a short 
service including a devotion, 
music and snack.   

Shirley Carnes had been very 
involved in the ministry until her 
death this month.  Persons 
interested in volunteering for the 
service in November and 
December should contact Cheryl 
Lentz.   The service is part of the 
2010 Be The Church  service 
opportunities and if interest and 
support is noted it will be 
continued in 2010. 

A special thank you to the 
following for their participation 
in the worship service in October 
included - Nancy Wortman with 
the devotion; Tom and Joyce 
Slater, music; Kristy Dunbar for 
serving communion and Garnet 
Lewis for the cookies for the 
snack.  

 

 

Daylight Savings Time end on 
Sunday November 1.  Set your 
clocks back on Saturday. 



                  
              
As I wrote this report for this year’s 
charge conference, I was reminded of all 
the varied ways we are the church 
together. I continue to be amazed and 
humbled by the ways that so many of you 
listen and follow the nudging of Jesus 
Christ for your personal lives and for our 
larger tasks of ministry.  What follows is 
a potion of this report which needs to be 
shared with all of you.  May God 
continue to bless us as we work to Be 
The Church! 

             Pastor Barb  
 
 
The people of First United Methodist 
Church are engaged in the vision of 
our Conference to be “a healthy, 
growing, spiritually vital, risk-taking 
center for making and equipping 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
purpose of transforming the world”. 
 
Together, we celebrate all God is 
inspiring us to do through the 
guidance of these five core values: 
Radical Hospitality, Passionate 
Worship, Faith Forming Education 
and Experiences, Risk Taking 
Mission and Service, and 
Extravagant Generosity. As we 
enter our third year of the every 
member in ministry model of servant 
leadership, we continue to strengthen 
our lay ministry efforts through our 
Be The Church initiative.  The 
number of people involved in the 
ministries of our church continues to 
grow through this model of ministry 
that emphasizes the coupling of gifts 
and talent with passion and purpose.   
 
Let me give you one example of 
what I observed on one typical 
Friday during the summer at First 
Church. I walked over to the church 
from the church office to look for my 
personal hymnal.  In the gathering 
space, the people who signed up to 
help collate the Pioneer were busy at 
work.  I went into the sanctuary and  
 

__________________________  
 
Alma Griffin was cleaning and 
straightening pews; I came out the 
door and ran into Cherise Hopper 
who was carrying oil for the altar 
candles, getting them ready for 
Sunday worship.  Upstairs, Caylisa 
Cannon was busy sketching 
drawings of whimsical creatures as 
we worked on revitalizing our 
children’s education wing.  
Meanwhile, Ralph Brandon was on 
the second floor of the church 
emptying cardboard and paper to 
take to our recycling bin. The 
sanctuary itself was transformed into 
a swamp with the creativity of Kyle 
Snow and others involved in VBS. 
When I returned to the office, 
Doretta Brown and Kay Nutter were 
coming upstairs after having spent 
the morning bagging groceries in the 
food pantry.  
 
Last week, as I was writing this 
report, I walked over to the church; 
the choir was giving their Saturday 
morning to do what they do best: 
sing! The recording they are making 
will be a musical offering to guests 
who join us throughout the holidays.  
It is delightful to see our church 
buzzing with love, excitement and 
purpose.  These are just two 
examples of the many ways our 
church is in ministry 24/7.  As we 
examine our church I will use the 
core values to categorize our 
involvement in ministry.  This is not 
an exhaustive list, rather just a 
reflection of the ways God is calling 
us to be.  
 

 
  
·  In the spring we revisited 

our Safe Sanctuaries 
policies with our entire 
church. Background checks 
were updated and training 
was offered. 

·  Teams of greeters are 
stationed throughout the 
church to welcome 
members and guests alike. 

   

__________________________   
 
·  Next month, be sure to 

check out the Newark First 
Facebook page.  

·  Our monthly community 
dinner has allowed us to 
reach out with  a mix of 
member and the neighbors 
of our church eating side by 
side.  We  also enjoyed our 
first community celebration 
the “Hog N Clog”.  

·  For 2010: we want to 
become more intentional 
about how we invite and 
welcome people into our 
church setting. 

 

 
·  We have an excellent 

Sanctuary choir, choir 
director, Jubilant Bells, 
praise team, soloists, and 
instrumentalists; with many 
talented and gifted members 
and we rejoice in the many 
ways we praise God’s 
presence with us. 

·  The youth praise band and 
JAM offer new ways to 
reach our youth and 
children. 

·  We have participated in e 
the amazing Lenten series 
focusing upon the Passion 
with the fabulous cross,  
Maundy Thursday service 
with its dramatic 
monologues.,  Advent of 
2008 with the South African 
hymn (Siyahamba) and in 
the summer we spent time 
in the Sacred Necessities 
sermon series as well as 
spending time studying 
some of the more difficult 
parables of Jesus. 

·  This Advent (09) we look 
forward to the Messiah 
concert on Nov. 29 

·  Our use of technology 
becomes more refined and 
targeted with each passing 
year.  Our thanks to people  

 



__________________________  
 

·  like Mark McPeek, Alan 
Miller, Jeremiah Freiesner, 
Belinda Paisley,  and Katie 
Miller. 

·   For 2010: We hope to add 
a new worship service— 
once a month on Sunday 
evening—developed with 
our postmodern youth and 
young adults in mind.  

 
 

 
 
Faith-Forming Education and 
Experiences 
 
·  We revamped our education 

for children’s ministries.  At 
the Sunday school hour our 
children are in three classes; 
preschool age; rotation for 
K-3; and Grapple for 4-6th 
graders.  The completion of 
the renovation of the 
children’s ministry wing  
was done with the 
dedication of Anita Snow 
and Caylisa Cannon.  

·  Adult education experiences 
are varied and include 
parenting, Financial Peace, 
and Bible studies. 

·  Great Confirmation class! 
Great VBS week! Our 
youth spent a long weekend 
at the Church for All People 

·  With the retirement of 
Pastor Charles, our Stephen 
Ministers are now engaged 
in lay ministry visitation for 
our homebound as well as  
attending a continuing 
education series. 

·  Enriching women’s and 
men’s retreats were offered 
in 2009 with plans for 
family, men and women’s 
retreat opportunities.  

·  Watch for the Advent 
adventure  

 
 
______________________________   

 

 
Risk Taking Mission /Service     
 
·  SOWER built a room 

addition in Henderson 
Settlement 

·  Area families will receive 
Thanksgiving food boxes 
and Christmas gifts and 
food boxes. 

·  Area families benefit from 
the school supplies  

·  Our community dinner 
continues to feed between 
250-350 on a given month. 
Partnering with our 
neighbor churches.  

·  We are partnering to build a 
house in Newark for Habitat 
for Humanity.  

·  The Candle Lighters 
continue to reach out 
through their monthly 
meeting. 

·  Our church continues to 
reach our church 
community as well as serve 
our greater Newark 
community and through the  
baptism quilts; prayer shawl 
ministry, our emergency 
food pantry, military 
families, green team; our 
UMW and UMM,  ramp 
ministries, candy and 
poinsettia sales. We are also 
involved in a larger clearing 
house project to identify  
mission outreach. 

 

 
·  Computers and software 

were upgraded  
·  Special offerings supported 

many programs from the 
jail ministry to food pantry.   

 

______________________________   
 

·  Heartbeats baby bottles  
·  Support for missionaries-

Hefners and the Markays 
·  Children’s computer lab 
·  Our congregation’s 

willingness to revisit the 
2009 stewardship campaign 
which allowed us to 
continue to keep all staff 
and give raises in a 
challenging economy 

·  The use of Memorial 
monies and private 
donations to help us 
remodel the Parlor and 
Chapel (still a work in 
process and hope to 
complete in 2010). 

·  The utilization of the 
SCRIP ministry to pay for 
all our needs for the 
community dinner.  

·  The ongoing donations of 
food for various offerings  

·  Our continued upgrades of 
technology now available in 
the chapel and social room 
as well as the sanctuary.  

·  Many other ways we 
support the Newark 
community through MDF 

 
For 2010:  Our trustees have 
participated in an energy audit 
with AEP to be able to utilize a 
partial grant to move us toward 
better energy efficiency. We 
want to create a focus on our 
youth ministry. We also hope to 
be able to remodel the gathering 
space to make it more of a 
multi-purpose space.  
 
 
As you can see, Newark First is 
a church that is seeking to be 
what God would have us be as a 
church as we proclaim the 
Gospel through love in action.  
We are called to this time and 
these days as Christians in an 
increasingly secular culture. 
What better time to be a witness 
for Jesus Christ and His Church?   
 
The challenge is great!   



 
 
Anita Snow 
Children and Family Ministries 
 
 
As I write this article, I am 
blessed to know that so many of 
you share your love for Jesus 
through your work with our 
children! In this moment, I am 
looking at the schedule of 
volunteers that hangs in my office 
which lists those of you who have 
said yes to teach Sunday school, 
join us in Children’s Worship, 
and allow parents to worship in 
peace while their babies are being 
cared for in the nursery. Thank 
you!!!  
 
During our Fall consecration I 
want to remind you that as you 
consider your areas of ministry 
do not forget the littlest of our 
members. A volunteer in 
children’s ministry it could mean 
six times a year, once a month, 
once a quarter etc… We strive to 
place you where you feel led to 
be so that God’s love can work 
through you. Although, you may 
have checked a box last year, we 
encourage you to check the box 
again as a confirmation of your 
commitment to our First Kids. 
The pictures around the 
Gathering Space speak 
volumes… What if God worked 
through you… how would you 
serve? 
 
 
 

___________________________ 
 
In 2010, an area that I would love 
to flourish would be our Family 
Ministry team. I am asking that 
not only do you consider your 
service to our First children and 
Youth but also towards our 
Families of all designs! My 
vision for 2010 would be to 
create a core group of volunteers 
who are interested in building a 
Family Ministry that brings us 
together. Do you have ideas, 
suggestions, needs that you want 
to share… join me and together 
we can develop a First Family 
Ministry in the coming year! 
 
I pray that this Season of giving 
will be one that brings many 
blessings to your family! Thank 
you for allowing me to be apart 
of your child’s Faith journey.  
 

___________________ 
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The November meeting of the 
Newark MOPS will be on Friday, 
Nov. 13 from 9:30 a.m. until 
11:30 a.m. at First Church.  The 
group will be packing boxes for 
gifts for children through the 
Operation Christmas Child 
project.  They will also be sharing 
experiences with a program 
called “Life Together on Planet 
Mom”. Childcare will be 
provided. 
 
MOPS is a ministry for women 
with children aged newborn 
through kindergarten. MOPS 
supports the unique needs of a 
mom through this stage of 
parenting. The group meets the 
second Friday each month 
through the school year. For more 
information go to the MOPS site 
of mops@firstumcnewark.org 
 

This time of year also brings 
forth a busy calendar, so 
save the dates below!!! 

 

�
 
J.A.M. (Junior Active 
Ministry)  kicks off in 
October…. 3rd – 6th graders  
contact Anita Snow if you 
want to join! 
 

Faith & Fellowship 
Harvest Party… October 31st 
at Roger & Melissa Loomis’ 
See the flyers posted on the 
bulletin boards on the main 
floor and 2nd floor 
 
Advent Adventure – Sunday 
November 29th following the 
Fifth Sunday Lunch. There 
will be activities for the kids 
and an Advent Wreath making 
workshop for families 
interested!!!  
 

…December  
Details to be shared soon!!! 
 
J.A.M. Sunday morning 
performance….. December 
13th  
 



         Youth Poinsettia Sale 
 

The youth of First Church will be selling poinsettias from November 29 through 
December 13, 2009. The flowers are available in red six inch pots with 4-7 blooms, and 
eight inch pots with 12-15 blooms. All flowers will be at First Church for pick up after 
worship services on the weekend you select. 
 
Poinsettias purchased as Memorials or Honorariums (RED only) will be placed on the 
altar from Friday, December 18, 2009 through January 3, 2010. These may be picked 
up after the 11:00 a.m. worship service on January 3, 2010. 
 
 
Name ___________________________________ Phone __________________________________ 
 
 
MEMORIAL & HONORARIUM ORDER: 
 
______ 6” Red x$13.00 each = $_________ PLEASE PRINT 
 
       Purchased in Memory of __________________________________________________ 
                   
                   Purchased in Honor of    __________________________________________________ 
 
                  Given by ________________________________________________________________ 
 
______ 8” Red x $20.00 each = $ ________ PLEASE PRINT 
 
                  Purchased in Memory of ___________________________________________________ 
 
                  Purchased in Honor of ____________________________________________________ 
  
                  Given by ________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____ Pick up on Jan. 3, 2010.              ___ Please delivery the flower to a shut-in of the church. 
 
 
NON-MEMORIAL OR HONORARIUM ORDER: (Pick up will be in the chapel) 
 
_____ 6” Red x $13.00 each = $ _________       _____ 8” Red x $20.00 each = $ ________ 
 
I will pick up the Non-Memorial or Honorarium order on: 
 
                                 ______ December 6, 2008               ______ December 13, 2008              
   
$___________ Total order amount        $ ______________ Paid   _______ Cash    ______ Check 
 
 



    2010 budget 
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The third quarter statements were 
mailed last week.  Included with 
the statement was a printed 
narrative budget for 2010.  The 
budget numbers were provided to 
show the achievements, the plans 
and the costs of providing 
meaningful worship and 
programming at First Church. 
 
As our 2010 stewardship 
campaign begins please take a 
minute to review the budget. Also  
be sure to pick up your  
commitment packet from the 
gathering space. Then prayerfully 
consider your response for 2010.  
 
Another part of the stewardship 
campaign this year is our focus 
on demonstrating our love in 
action.  The  “hands and feet” of 
those engaged in service during 
this stewardship time have been 
placed around the church.  If you 
are volunteering, be sure to take a 
minute to complete a hand or foot 
cutout to add to the walls. 
 
If you did not receive a statement 
or a packet please call the church 
office at 349-7020.   
 
If you would like a copy of the 
narrative budget they are in the 
first floor gathering space.  Please 
pick one up.   
 
___________________________ 
 

The final budget for 2010 will be 
set after the stewardship 
campaign is completed on 
November 8.   
 
f necessary a second church 
conference will be held on 
Sunday, November 22 following 
the second service to approve any 
changes. 
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As the Finance Committee 
prepares the annual budget a 
portion of the budget is a fixed 
amount in apportionments or 
connectional giving.  
 
What is connectional giving? It’s 
as simple as people coming 
together, combining their money 
to accomplish something bigger 
than themselves. Apportionments 
are in two categories the 
Community Ministries for the 
district and the apportionments 
for the conference. In the district 
the funds help to feed the hungry, 
provide clothing, and after school 
programs as well  older adult 
ministries and prison ministries. 
 
At the conference level, 73 cents 
of each dollar support the 
ministries of local, district and 
conference churches with 27 
cents going to United Methodist 
ministries worldwide.  
 
The apportionments for First 
Church for 2010 will be 
$97,141.00. 
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FUMC awarded grant 
 
Linc Servicers LLC have 
completed the energy use survey 
for the church.  As a result of the 
survey and planned upgrades the 
church will be awarded a 
$5188.00 grant from AEP.  The 
grant will be used toward the 
$17,527.00 cost of replacing all 
fixtures in the youth house, 
church and office with energy 
efficient balasts and bulbs.  The 
sanctuary lighting will not be 
changed.  
 
After the grant is applied the 
church will be responsible for 
$12,000 of the cost.  All changes 
must be completed within 90 
days or by the end of the year.  
To meet this goal, the Trustees 
are currently looking at budget 
and other means of funding to 
earmark the $12,000. 
 
The Trustees are anxious to 
complete the upgrade to take 
advantage of the grant and to 
save an estimated $5700.00 per 
year in electric costs per year.  At 
the project rate of savings the 
upgrade will pay for itself in two 
years.   
 
Additionally, the Trustees are 
working on a program with AEP 
to convert all systems in the 
church to the existing Honeywell 
system.  Currently the church has 
small areas that are served by 
individual heating and air 
conditioning units.  More on this 
conversion will be discussed by 
the Trustees after the first of the 
year.   
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The American Red Cross staff 
was very happy to the response of 
the First Church members and 
friends who supported the blood 
drive on October 16.  The drive 
kicked off the Youth SERVE 
Challenge by exceeding the 
expected turn out by 12! 

Our special thanks to Gary 
Watson and the United Methodist 
Men for organizing and getting 
volunteers to man the appeal.  
Also thank you to Lois Crouse 
and the members of Miriam 
Circle for the great treats and 
good chicken sandwiches and 
orange juice.  

Jackie Mishler of the Red Cross 
hoped the church would be 
willing to sponsor another drive 
in February or March 2010.  
Thank you again to all who 
donated and supported the drive 
in any way. 

The name drawn to receive the 
OSU beach towel was Gary 
Orner.  All who donated were 
also entered for the drawing for 
two Michigan/OSU tickets.  The 
Red Cross noted the tickets had 
helped to increase their numbers 
for giving.  

___________________________   

 

Dave Baker was one of the first to 
give blood during the blood.Roxanne 
of the Red Cross staff said they were 
very pleased with the turnout. 

 

Gary Watson talks with Diann 
Caudill as he signs in at the blood 
drive. Gary chaired the event with 
the help of UMMen and Miriam 
Circle.  

Homeless Awareness Day 
 
The Licking County Coalition of 
Housing will host a homeless 
awareness day on November 5.  
They are planning to have persons 
stand around the square holding 
hands at noon on that day. If you 
would like to participate please come 
to the square by five til noon.  A 
candlelight vigil will also be held at 
the Gazebo at 7 p.m. that evening.  

 

“Big Ten”  

Community Service 
Opportunities 
 
As you walk around the church 
you will see cutouts of hands and 
feet.  As you complete your 
service with the Youth SERVE 
challenge be sure to complete a 
hand or foot to show your 
participation.  It is great to see so 
many of you involved in service.   
 
Some of the ways you have or 
may continue to serve include: 
American Red Cross, Chamber of 
Commerce,  Church World 
Service (CROP Walk),  First 
United Methodist Church, 
Habitat for Humanity,  
Heartbeats of Licking County,  
Hospice of Central Ohio,  Look 
Up Center,  Newark Parks 
Department, Ronald McDonald 
House and the Licking County 
Family YMCA. 
 

_____________________ 
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On November 8 the veterans of 
our congregation will be honored 
during the worship services.  A 
special salute similar to ones 
done in the past is planned.  If 
you have a family member who 
should be recognized please be 
sure to contact the church office 
at 349-7020 as soon as possible. 

If their name appeared in the past 
programs they will be included 
this year. 
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The members of the First Church 
United Methodist Women invite 
you to the Fall Fellowship Dinner 
at 6 p.m. on Thursday, November 
12 in the social room. 

Following dinner, Rev Steven 
Putka, Director of Spiritual 
Growth and Development for the 
Untied Methodist Children’s 
Home will speak.  Rev. Putka is 
an ordained elder and previously 
served as youth pastor at William 
Street UM Church in Delaware 
and adjunct chaplain at Ohio 
Wesleyan University.  He also 
taught classes on leadership 
development and community 
building. 

As part of his presentation, Rev. 
Putka will provide a thumbnail of 
his study “Food and Faith” which 
he taught at the School of 
Christian Mission this past 
summer. Reservations for the 
dinner are needed by November 8 
and may be made by calling 
Betty Radley at 345-6354 or Kay 
Gutridge at 344-2841. 

Donations for the children’s 
home will also be accepted at the 
meeting.  Some items needed are 
shampoo, toothpaste and 
toothbrushes, comb, body 
powder, pocket folders, spiral 
notebooks, loose leaf paper, glue 
sticks, towels, wash cloths, 
journal and pen, and plastic carry 
all baskets with handles, twin 
blankets, plastic cereal and soup 
bowls, 16 oz plastic drinking 
glasses, men’s house slippers 
(must be new) and standard bed 
pillows.  

Stuckey receives 
mission award 

 
First United Methodist Church 
would like to congratulate Mary 
Stuckey on her selection as a 
recipient of the “Women in 
Mission 2009” honor.  Mary was 
presented the award at the Capitol 
Area South United Methodist 
Women’s annual day held in 
September. 
 
Mary was one of seven women 
recognized from ninety six units 
of United Methodist Women 
including over one thousand 
women.  
 
Congratulations, Mary! 
 

___________________    
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The final 5th Sunday lunch for 
2009 will be held on November 
29 following the second service.  
Everyone is invited to attend with 
proceeds to be given to the 
Jeremiah and Katie Friesner for 
medical expenses for Carter.   

Menu will include potato soup, 
vegetable soup, shredded chicken 
sandwiches and hot dogs, 
brownies and cookies.   Mark 
your calendar to attend. 
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First Church offer circles as a 
way for women to connect in 
small groups.   
 
The circles include: -
Elizabeth/Rachel/Ruth led by 
Mary Carlson, 366-3575 meeting 
on the second Thursday at 11 
a.m. 
-Esther Circle led by Betty 
Radley, 345-6354 and Betty 
Oiler, 344-8148 meeting on the 
third Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. 
- Mary Circle led by Cheryl 
Myers, 364-9846 meeting on the 
first Tuesday at 7 p.m. 
- Miriam Circle led by Lois 
Crouse, 344-4919 and Nellie 
Allman, 323-1358 meeting on the 
third Monday at 1 p.m. 
-Rebekah Circle led by Melissa 
Loomis, 366-6362 meeting on the 
4th Monday at 7 p.m.  
-Deborah Circle led by Carol 
Walker, 323-4602 meeting on 
first Thursday at 7 p.m.  
 
If you are interested in joining a 
circle please give the leader a call 
or join the circle of your choice at 
their meeting time.  
 
Dates to remember: 
 

·  Nov. 12 –  Fall 
Fellowship Dinner 

·  Nov. 14 – District 
Annual Conference Day 
at Christ United 
Methodist in Columbus. 
Cost is $10. Deadline to 
register is Nov. 1. 

·  Candy making 9 a.m.- 1 
p.m. on Oct. 27, Oct 29 
and November 16 in 
social room.  
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First Sunday of Advent 
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The Advent season begins on 
November 29 and several special 
events are planned.  The activities 
will include something for every 
age and interest.  Watch the 
bulletin for more details on the 
following: 
 

�  5th Sunday Lunch 
sponsored by the United 
Methodist Women.  
Lunch will be served 
following the second 
service and will be soup 
and sandwiches. 
Proceeds will benefit 
Jeremiah, Katie and 
Carter Friesner as they 
prepare for Carter’s bone 
marrow transplant. 

�  Advent Adventure with 
activities for the kids and 
advent wreath making. 

�  Presentation of the 
Messiah by the Sanctuary 
Choir at 3 p.m. 

�  An opportunity to make 
an Emergency 
Prepareness Kit will also 
be available.  

 
Plan now to support the 
Friesner family and 
participate in one of activities 
planned for the first day of 
Advent.  
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The church office will be closed 
on Thursday and Friday, 
November 26 and 27 for the 
Thanksgiving holiday. It will 
reopen on Monday, November  
30. 
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Ministers:   
Every Member of First Church 
Barbara Sholis, Senior Pastor 
Mark Chow, Associate Pastor 
Carl Robinson, Pastor Emeritus 
 

Staff: 
Dr. Mary Lutz, Dir. of Spiritual Formation and  
       Lay Ministry Development 
Anita Snow, Family Ministry 
Brandi Grant, Director of Youth 
Vicki Miller, Administrative Secretary/Treasurer 
Jan Hendren, Receptionist 
Belinda Paisley, Communications Secretary 
Sue Sensibaugh, Financial Secretary 
Jeff Rings, Minister of Music 
Dolores Barber, Organist 
Cathy Carpenter, Pianist 
Karen Cost, Handbell Director 
Debby Green, Joyful Noise Director 
Gary Watson, Facility Manager and Maintenance 
Linda Marroquin, Part-time Custodial 
Dave Bibler, Night Lock Up 
Katie Miller, Media Intern 
Nancy Higgins, Child of God Director 
Dave & Kristen Markay, Missionaries in Italy 
Dennis & Dee Heffner, Missionaries in New Mexico 
�
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
P.O. Box 729, Newark, Ohio 43058-0729 
740-349-7020               Fax: 740-670-0911 

 

Website:  www.firstumcnewark.org 
Office e-mail: office@firstumcnewark.org 

 

The e-mail address for an individual staff member is 
<NAME>@firstumcnewark.org, where <NAME> is the 

person’s first initial followed by their last name. 
 

Office Hours 
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.   Monday – Friday 

�
The PIONEER Newsletter is published on 

the 3rd Monday of the month; 
the deadline for submission of articles is 

the Friday just prior to publication. 
 

Newsletter, website, and bulletin/announcement 
submissions should be placed in the Office mailbox 

(just outside the Sanctuary) or sent to: 
communications@firstumcnewark.org 
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