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The Thanksgiving Holiday is quickly approaching with the season of Advent just two weeks away. It is a busy time!  
Perhaps you are glancing through this edition of The Pioneer while in the midst one of the following activities: 1) 
thawing out “the bird” (first time cooks-don’t make my first Thanksgiving mistake-remember to pull that little bag of 
‘innards’ out!); 2) packing the suitcase to get ready to go ‘over the river and through the woods  to ‘Grandmother’s 
house’; 3) eating leftovers; 4) playing touch football with all your cousins (or Wii or guitar hero or going to a movie);  
5) planning your strategy with your crazy sisters to hit the stores  at 4 a.m. on Black Friday; 6) unrepentant napping in 
the recliner brought on by too much tryptophan (aka Turkey!).   
 

������������ is one of my favorite holidays.  The size of the family around the dinner table doesn’t matter, but 
reminding each other of all the many ways we are thankful for each other does matter.  What are some of those 
blessings that you thankful for?  Maybe my list will nudge you to write down a few of your blessings and share them 
with your friends and family this Thanksgiving. 
 
����� : I am thankful for God’s call to ministry upon my life and  
he many ways I am so honored to live out that call in my life and  
n my ministry with you.  Thank you for the privilege of baptizing  
your children, sharing Holy Communion with you, gathering at the  
graveside of your loved ones, standing with young people as they  
share their wedding vows, and serving alongside committed  
Christians-young and old- determined to make a difference in this world.    
 
�������  I am thankful for my family which includes Bob, my loving,  
supportive husband of 31 years; Sarah, our daughter --who is my hero – 
and her great husband, Ryan; my parents, my siblings, and of course  
our beagle boys and our two old kitties. 
 

���� � I am thankful for the way I am constantly inspired by the love Jesus demonstrated throughout his life and in 
his saving act on the cross.  
 
������ � I am thankful for you! Yes, You, First UMC!  What a blessing to serve this congregation. I am humbled by 
the many ways that you support, trust, love and care for your clergy.  
 
����� � I am thankful for great colleagues in ministry!  Pastor Mark is such a terrific friend and I so appreciate his 
gifts of pastoral leadership that he shares so warmly with our entire church congregation.  I am also thankful for all of 
the families connected with our church staff as well as each staff member who brings their own unique skills to the 
ministries of this church. I am blessed by their dedication, their friendship, and their teamwork.  
 
����� : I am thankful for my health, for a sense of humor, for courage, and for compassion.    
 
(Continued inside next to the Trustee News)�
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Thank you for your support of the 
Family Share program providing 
Thanksgiving Food Baskets to 
persons in our community.  The 
church office received 68 
applications for assistance.  
Twenty nine were selected for 
Thanksgiving baskets. 

The Thanksgiving baskets will be 
distributed before Thanksgiving 
on Monday, Nov. 23. Your 
continued support in food 
donations and dollars provide the 
means for us to meet the growing 
need in our community. We often 
hear “without your help we would 
not have had a Thanksgiving 
dinner”.  

The office received the following 
note along with a cash donation 
in one of the Thanksgiving share 
donation envelopes. This from a 
member, “when I was fourteen 
years old I found my father dead 
from a heart attack.. My mother 
was left with seven children. We 
had nothing to live on. At 
Thanksgiving our Lutheran 
Church provided us with a large 
basket of food. I’ll never forget 
how grateful we were that 
Thanksgiving. Every year I 
remember the love and want to 
show that love”…although the 
situation described is much 
different then what you may have 
experienced, it illustrates how 
one unexpected event can change 
our lives.   

___________________________ 

For many that we serve through 
the holiday and food pantry 
programs – one event (loss of job, 
divorce, death etc) has changed 
their financial situation and life.  
Your continued and faithful 
support provides “that love” and 
basic food items for the holidays. 
You may never know the 
difference you have made in a 
life. Thank you again for 
reaching out to our community 
and Happy Thanksgiving to you 
our First Church family. 

Love in Action 
By Pastor Mark 
 
How exciting it is to see the 
congregation actively involved in 
serving others in the name of 
Christ.  Putting Christ’s love into 
action is what the Church is all 
about. 
 
During the past month or so, 
many individuals, families and 
groups faithfully lived out their 
commitment to Christ.  By 
putting the needs of others ahead 
of their own, many gave, 
countless served and both young 
and old alike showed the Love of 
Christ to others. 
 
Our challenge now is to not 
remain content with the 
accomplishments of the past, but 
to continue living lives of faithful 
service to others.  May each of us 
strive to put Christ’s love into 
action each and every day.   Let 
us look for ways to share the love 
of Christ with someone, anyone, 
everyone.  We are the hands and 
feet of Christ, wherever we are.  
We are the Church, called to put 
Christ’s love into action.  
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A printed handout featuring the 
worship schedule for Advent is 
included in the newsletter this 
month.   
 
The theme for the First Word 
informal service will be “Advent 
through the Lens of Hollywood” 
featuring some clips from 
Christmas  movies.  The theme 
for the traditional service will be 
“God’s Promise”. A musical 
“Three Wise Men and a Baby” is 
set for January 3, 2010 and a 
Blue Christmas/Taize worship is 
set for December 16. Please take 
a minute to note the worship 
opportunities from November 29 
through Epiphany.   
 
Join us during this time of 
anticipation of the birth of Jesus. 

___________________ 
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You may follow the sermon 
series by participating in one of 
the Advent studies on the book 
“Celebrate the Newborn Jesus” 
by Paul E. Stroble.  
 
Contact Dr. Mary Lutz at  
349-7020 with questions or for 
more information.  
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The United Methodist Women’s 
Executive Committee would like 
to thank all of the volunteers 
including Circle members and 
women of First Church for their 
assistance in making candy.  The 
candy making has been 
completed and over 400 lbs of 
chocolate has been made in 1 lb 
bags of peanut, coconut, krispy 
and raisin candy.  The sales begin 
on November 22 in the gathering 
space.  �

Volunteers are needed to man the 
sale tables on November 22, 29, 
December 6, 13 and 20 after each 
service.  If you are able to help 
sell please contact Betty Radley 
or leave your name and number 
at the sales table.   

The candy is sold for $6.00 per l 
lb bag and all proceeds are used 
to support the mission outreach 
of the United Methodist Women.  
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Mark your calendar for a special 
dinner and entertainment on May 
8, 2010.  The UMW will sponsor 
a special program featuring the 
Praise Band of the Ashville UM 
Church.  Proceeds from the 
evening will be given to 
Jeremiah, Katie and Carter 
Friesner.  �

Don’t forget the 5th Sunday 
Lunch on November 29 – right 
after second service in the social 
room with soup and sandwich. 

 

 
Duane Dawley melts chocolate 
before the candy making can begin.  
 

 
       Volunteers make candy.  
 

 
         

Helen Gorter at work.  
 

 
Did  you know? 
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Questions are often asked to the 
meaning of the colors of the altar 
cloths (paraments) and candles 
etc used during the year. During 
the Advent Season, the blue 
paraments, which symbolize the 
purity of Mary, the Mother of our 
Lord, are used. The center of our 
altar cloth tells us to “Rejoice” at 
His birth. The side symbols on 
the cloth are angels announcing 
the coming of the Lord. The 
Pulpit cloth has three trumpets, 
calling us to worship. The symbol 
of the nativity, the crib 
suggesting the lowliness and 
poverty surrounding the infant 
Saviour, who for humanity’s sake 
became poor, that through his 
poverty, people might become 
rich, is on the Leturn.   
 
During the traditional service at 
11:00 a.m. our pastors wear robes 
and stoles.  The pastor’s stoles 
have four candles symbolizing 
the four Sundays of Advent – 
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.  
 
The Advent Wreath is also part of 
the worship service. The Advent 
Wreath is an adaption of a past 
practice of a festival’s lighted 
wheel during the winter solstice 
to celebrate the lengthening 
daylight. Today the wreath is 
used to celebrate the arrival of 
Jesus.  The rose candle 
symbolizes joy, blue or purple 
represent penance and longing, 
the white is for the arrival of 
Jesus and the evergreens are a 
symbol of eternal life.  Families 
and individuals within the church 
will be lighting the Advent 
Wreath each week.  
 
 



 

Thoughts from Your Lay Leader 

 by Jeff Walker  

We are in the season of giving 
thanks followed by the season 
of Advent. 
 
This year make a list of what you 
are thankful for.   Here is a list 
that you can use: I am personally 
thankful for America, The Bible, 
the disciples, an empty tomb, 
faith, God the Father, Holy Spirit, 
Jesus Christ, kindness, life, old 
age, worship, young people.    
Now add what you are thankful 
for and share it with your family 
and friends.    
  
Advent begins on November 29th 
and ends on Christmas Eve.  It is 
the beginning of the Church 
year.  It literally means the 
"coming" or "arrival" or a season 
of "anticipation".  Advent is also 
a time of hope and expectation of 
the coming of the Christ child.  
We celebrate this each year 
realizing that the presence of 
Jesus remains ever true in our 
world today.  
  
Take time from the hustle, from 
days like "black Friday", from 
planning many seasonal things 
and remember what happened in 
that manger over 2,000 years ago 
and what it really means for us in 
2009. 
  
Remember that the attitude of 
gratitude is important because 
thankfulness acknowledges that 
God is our provider; 

 
___________________________ 
 
thankfulness prevents com- 
plaining spirit; thankfulness 
creates a positive outlook on life 
and thankfulness invites joy to 
dwell in our hearts. 
  
One last short story: 
Little Jenny sat down to eat 
dinner with her family. She 
looked at the leftovers and said, 
"Hey, wait, we thanked God for 
this last night." 
 
Just because we've thanked God 
once for something doesn't mean 
we can't thank Him again. 
Blessings for each day. 
 

________________ 
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 Deaths 
-Margie Grant, October 22 
-Dr. William C Myers, Oct. 25 
-Ethel Zinsmeister, Oct. 26 
-Lester Sheppard, Nov. 9 
 
Baptism 
-Ian Michael Hageman, 
November 8, 2009 son of Sarah 
and Derek Hageman 
 
Prayer request: 
 

  Carter Friesner is 
awaiting test results to determine 
the next step in his treatment. 
Please remember Jeremiah, Katie 
and Carter in your prayers. 
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By Todd Brooks 
 
It’s not too early to start thinking 
about Christmas and if you have 
people on your list that are hard 
to buy for, consider giving Scrip 
gift cards this year. With over 
600 different retailers to choose 
from, you can easily find gifts 
that satisfy even the hardest to 
please on your list and, at the 
same time, help eliminate the 
stress of holiday shopping.   
 
The Evangelism committee began 
selling Scrip cards two years ago 
as a way to help fund our 
community dinners. Thanks to 
your support, First Church has 
been able to provide a monthly 
meal as well as host special 
community events. The great 
thing about purchasing Scrip is 
that you receive, dollar-for-dollar, 
everything you pay for. The 
contribution the church receives 
is paid by the retailer. 
 
Take a copy of the complete 
retailer list located on the 
Community Dinner bulletin 
board in the gathering space and 
start planning your purchases 
now. A complete list is also 
available by logging on to 
www.glscrip.com. You can place 
your order on Dec. 7 and 14 this 
month at the Scrip table in the 
gathering space. Your order will 
be ready for Christmas. If you 
have questions about the Scrip 
program, call Ellen Wilkin (587-
3299) or Todd Brooks (366-
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By Nancy Higgins,  
Child of God Director 
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The children enjoyed dressing up 
as their favorite super hero or a 
princess during their annual 
Harvest Party before parading 
through the church offices for 
treats.  
�

�
 
Gary Watson- AKA Mario hands out 
treats a COG “princess”. 
 

�
 

The COG staff celebrated the day. 

�
�

___________________________ 
�
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On November 5, the children in 
our extended class entertained the 
Candle Lighters at their monthly 
luncheon.  They sang "The wide 
eyed owl, The whisky frisky 
squirl, If you are happy and you 
know it, and "Our God is an 
Awesome God."  A good time 
was enjoyed by all. 
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Also this month the Rainbow 
room will be taking thier annual 
trip to Aldi Foods to purchase 
food for the FUMC food pantry.   
The children are encouraged to 
do jobs at home to raise the 
money to buy the food.  When 
they return to the school, the class 
sorts the food by food groups and 
then takes a count of how much 
was purchased.  In the past over 
100 items have been donated.  
During this time they also learn 
about the 4 food groups and good 
nutrition for healthy bodies.   
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Buckeye Day celebrated!  On 
November 19, the preschool 
children will celebrate the 
OSU/Michigan game by wearing 
their favorite team colors.  Each 
class will make buckeye 
necklaces to wear that day. We 
join in the gathering space and do 
several buckeye cheers together.  
It is a lot of fun for the children 
and teachers alike. 
 

 
GOC superhero 
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The December meeting of 
Newark MOPS will be on Friday, 
December 11, from 9:30 a.m. 
until 11:30 a.m. at First United 
Methodist Church, Newark.  The 
MOPS group will be celebrating 
the Christmas season with a 
white elephant gift exchange, 
some craft time, and enjoying 
food, fun, and fellowship, with 
other Moms.  Childcare will be 
provided.   
 
MOPS is a ministry for  women 
with children aged newborn 
through kindergarten.  MOPS 
supports the unique needs of a 
mom through this age and stage 
of parenting.  The group meets 
the second Friday of each month 
throughout the school year.  For 
more information on email 
mops@firstumcnewark.org     
you may also want to visit 
www.firstumcnewark.org/MOPS 
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 YOUTH POINSETTIA SALE 
 
First Church youth will be selling red poinsettias from November 29th through December 13th. 
The flowers are available in six-inch pots with 4-7 blooms, and eight-inch pots with 12-15 blooms. 
Poinsettias may be purchased for personal use (for home decorating, gift-giving, etc.), or as 
memorials / honorariums that will be used to decorate the First Church chancel area and chapel 
during Advent and Christmas through Epiphany Sunday. 
 

All flowers ordered for personal use will be at First Church for pick up after worship services on 
the Sunday you select. Poinsettias purchased as memorials or honorariums will be used in the 
Sanctuary or chapel starting December 20th. These may be picked up after the 11:00 AM worship 
service on December 27th or January 3rd. 
 
Name ___________________________________ Phone __________________________________ 
 
MEMORIAL & HONORARIUM ORDERS:   **  PLEASE PRINT  ** 
 
______ 6” pot X $13.00 each  =  $________  ______ 8” pot X $20.00 each  =  $ _______ 
 
(CIRCLE ONE) In Memory of  /  In Honor of ________________________________________ 
 

(CIRCLE ONE) In Memory of  /  In Honor of ________________________________________ 
 

(CIRCLE ONE) In Memory of  /  In Honor of ________________________________________ 
 

(CIRCLE ONE) In Memory of  /  In Honor of ________________________________________ 
 

 Given by _________________________________________________________ 
 

Please check one: 
 

I will pick up flower(s) on Dec. 27 or  Jan. 3 ____    Please deliver to a shut-in of the church  ____ 
 
 
PERSONAL USE ORDER:   **  PICK UP WILL BE IN THE CHAPEL  ** 
 
______ 6” pot X $13.00 each  =  $________  ______ 8” pot X $20.00 each  =  $ _______ 
 

Please check one:  I will pick up my personal use order on: 
 

December 6th _____ December 13th  _____ December 20th  _____ 
 
 
$___________ Total order amount $ __________Paid  _______ Cash______Check 
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Beginning the week of 
Thanksgiving Linc Services will 
begin replacing components in 
the church, youth house and 
office light fixtures to improve 
efficiency.  The project is part of 
the AEP (American Electric 
Power) grant program to 
encourage the use of more energy 
efficient products.  The total 
project is expected to cost 
$15,775 with a grant of 25% 
returned to the city.  The cost 
savings in electric use over the 
next two years is expected to 
return several thousand dollars to 
the church.   
 
As Linc Services begin their 
work, members are asked to be 
patient and careful in the work 
areas.  Much of the work is 
expected to be done in the 
evening.  Work should continue 
through December 4.   
�
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Groups within the church and 
others who use meeting space in 
the church are reminded to 
submit room use requests for 
2010.  Meetings are not 
automatically carried forward to 
the new year.  If you have a share 
group, women’s circle, men’s 
group or other organization 
meeting on a regular basis be sure 
to request the rooms. Forms are 
available in the office.  

�
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In response to requests and to 
provide adequate handicap 
parking the parking lot next to the 
church has been restriped.  Seven 
handicap spaces to meet ADA 
requirements have been painted 
next to the bus parking space in 
the parking lot.  Visitor parking 
has been moved to the parking 
line next to the handicap parking 
spaces.   
 
Handicap marked spaces are for 
use by persons with approved 
Handicap Parking Permit 
hangers. All others are asked to 
park in the regular spaces 
throughout the parking lot or in 
the visitor spaces whichever is 
applicable to your situation.  �
�

�
�
An employee of Triple H Enterprises 
marks the new handicap spaces in 
the church lot.  

�
�
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������� : I am thankful for 
good friends!  Clergy friends who 
really listen & care; life long 
friends who love me for me!  
 
������ � I am thankful for times 
of adversity because I always 
learn more about myself and 
about my relationship with God 
in times of struggle. (Thanks too, 
for the success moments-to God 
be the glory!) 
 
����� � I am thankful for 
dedicated, loving, willing 
servants!  That’s you, First 
Church!  Thank you for your 
willingness to embrace the Every 
Member in Ministry model we 
call ‘Be The Church’ because it is 
making a real difference and 
helping people find ways to serve 
in His name.   
 

���� : I am thankful for your 
willingness to sacrifice and make 
First Church a priority in your 
life.   
 
I especially want to thank you in 
this time of economic 
uncertainty, for keeping current 
in your financial giving during 
2009.  I don’t know that we as a 
church body say that enough to 
each other, so thank you!   
Remember to take the time this 
Thanksgiving to count your 
blessings and especially 
remember to thank the Good 
Lord for the gift of each and 
every day.   
 
See you Sunday! 

                            	����
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 The gift tags were placed on the 
Christmas tree located in the first 
floor gathering space November 
22.  If you would like to 
participate in the program you are 
asked to select a tag, purchase the 
gift listed on the tag and place it 
back under the tree in a bag or 
box along with the tag and 
unwrapped.  Each child will 
receive four gifts and each adult 
will receive two gifts: there will 
be a separate tag on the tree for 
each gift. 
 
All gifts and any remaining tags 
for which the gifts cannot be 
found must be returned by 
December 9th. 
 
Each Family will also receive a 
Food Basket. There are Gift Card 
Tags for Meijer, Kroger, 
Festival/Carnival or Giant Eagle 
grocery stores on the tree.  
 
Food items needed this year 
include:  

cereal 
fruit 
soup 

vegetables 
boxed potatoes 

 
 
 

___________________________ 
 
Food items can be placed under 
the tree or in the labeled basket in 
the Gathering Space.  
 

  This year we 
will also be including gently used 
copies of Guideposts magazine in 
the Food Baskets. If you have old 
issues of Guideposts you may 
also place your magazine 
donations under the tree in the 
Gathering Space. 
 
A Gift Wrapping Party will be 
held on Sunday, December 13th  
after the second service. A light 
lunch will be served, and then the 
wrapping begins! Wrapping 
supplies are always appreciated: 
gift wrap, tape, tissue paper, 
boxes and large gift bags, etc. 
 
Volunteers are needed for 
delivery of the gifts and food the 
morning of Saturday, December 
19th. Your vehicle will be loaded 
up, you will be given directions, 
and then off you go to play 
‘Santa’ to one of our families. 
 
Don’t forget you can use SCRIP 
Cards or use GoodShop.com (use 
the link on the church website) to 
make your purchases and earn 
money for First Church! 
 
Your help is greatly appreciated! 
Please call Debbie Henson at 
366-4626 if you have any 
questions or would like to 
volunteer.  
 

 
�
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Donations of mittens, gloves, 
scares and caps will begin on 
Sunday, November 29.  A tree will 
be placed in the social room to 
receive the donations.  All items 
are to be placed directly on the 
tree downstairs.  Due to health 
restrictions please note only new 
items may be distributed through 
the program. 
 
The items collected will be 
distributed to our guests at the 
December 9th Community Dinner.   
If you have any questions, please 
call the church office at 349-7020.  
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Thank you to everyone who 
donated the coats for the annual 
Coats for Kids program 
sponsored by the Salvation 
Army.  Over twenty coats were 
donated last week to the program 
from First Church.   
 
The coats will be distributed 
during the weekend before 
Thanksgiving and throughout the 
winter.  The coats are cleaned by 
local dry cleaners in preparation 
for distribution.  First Church’s 
participation was renewed two 
years ago on a suggestion by Jim 
Whisler.  Thanks again for your 
donations.  

 

�
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Anita Snow 
Children and Family Ministries 
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The Las Posada program is being 
offered once again this year as a 
way to connect the First Church 
family.  Through the program you 
sign up to have the ceramic 
figures of Mary and Joseph in 
your home for one night before 
taking them on to another family 
of the church.   
 
Materials explaining the program 
and possible ideas for hosting 
friends or family for the evening 
to be intentional about Advent are 
included with the ceramic figures.  
 
See the ceramic figures that you 
will be used for the program and 
sign up November 29th at the 5th 
Sunday lunch. After November 29 
the sign up sheet will be on the 
bulletin board across from the 
nursery on the first floor.   
 
Plan now to take part in this 
Advent remembrance of Mary’s 
and Joseph’s search for shelter on 
the way to Bethlehem. 
 
�
�
�
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J.A.M. (Junior Active Ministry) 
began in October for the 3rd – 6th 
graders. The group meets after 
church for a quick lunch followed 
by “active” programming of 
music and karate. If you are 
interested in joining the group 
contact Anita Snow.  There will a  
J.A.M. Sunday morning 
performance….. December 13th 
�
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Advent Adventure – Sunday 
November 29th following the 
Fifth Sunday Lunch. There will 
be activities for the kids and an 
Advent Wreath making workshop 
for families interested!!!  
�
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Sign up for Parent’s Night Out on 
December 12 will be available at 
the November 29 5th Sunday 
lunch.   
�
�
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The Candle Lighters will enjoy a 
program on December 3 featuring 
local humorist and magician 
Dave Lehman.  Lunch will be 
served at 11:45 a.m. at a cost of 
$5.00 in the church social room.   
 
Persons 50 and older are invited 
to attend.  Donations to the food 
pantry will be accepted.  The 
program is presented courtesy of 
Park National Bank. 
�
�
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On Saturday, December 12, 
the youth and adult volunteers 
will be offering babysitting for 
parents who would love a 
night out on the town!  
 
Youth and adults will offer 
babysitting for children ages 3-
10 from 3:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.  
The kids will enjoy an evening 
of fun with pizza, crafts, 
games and a movie!  The cost 
for the four hours of 
babysitting is as follows: 
 

1 child - $15 
2 children - $25 and 

3 or more children - $35 
 
All proceeds will benefit the 
Youth Mission Trip to 
Hurricane, Vest Virginia the 
summer of 2010. 
 
Please register with Brandi, 
Anita when you see them or 
call the church office at  
349-7020. 
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The members of the Finance 
Committee met on November 15 
to finalize the 2010 church 
budget.  The budget was then 
forwarded to Servant Leader 
Council on November 17 before 
being presented to the Church 
Conference on November 22.   
 
The budget as presented by the 
Finance Committee is for a total 
of $760,000.00 an increase from 
$742,988.00 for 2009.  The 2010 
budget does not provide for a 
raise for staff and holds 
programming and curriculum at 
close to 2009 levels with the 
exception of slight increases for 
youth and children.  The 
apportionments were slightly 
lower this year as the conference 
also tries to work with area 
churches. An increase in fringe 
benefits for pension and health 
care may be noted in 2010.  
 
Your continued support and 
faithfulness in giving is 
appreciated and provides the 
funding for the staff, 
programming and outreach of 
First United Methodist Church. 
�

�
  Proposed  
  2010 
Income   
Pledged Income $660,000.00 
NonPledged 
Income $20,000.00 

Loose Offering $5,000.00 

SS Offering $2,000.00 

Special Offerings $0.00 

From Endowment $0.00 

From Miller Funds $15,000.00 

Faith Factor $58,000.00 

TOTAL $760,000.00 

    

Expenses   
ALL 
Apportionments $99,294.00 

SALARIES/WAGES $327,530.00 
FRINGE 
BENEFITS $108,000.00 

UTILITIES $82,550.00 

MAINTENANCE $45,500.00 

SNOW REMOVAL $5,000.00 

Remodeling  $0.00 

OFFICE EXPENSE $33,350.00 

SUPPLIES $20,650.00 
PROJECT 
SUPPORT $7,100.00 

TRAINING $3,976.00 

PROMOTION $3,150.00 

PROGRAMS $15,150.00 
   Youth Mission 
Trip  $1,000.00 

SCHOLARSHIPS $200.00 

EVANGELISM $1,000.00 

LOANS $6,550.00 

Total $760,000.00 
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Giving statements for 2009 will 
include all giving through 
December 31, 2009.  All giving 
(cash, check, e-giving etc)  at 
church or in the mail received 
after December 31, 2009 will be 
credited to 2010 giving.  
Statements for 2009 will be 
mailed in January of 2010.  
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Offering envelopes for 2010 will 
be available in the first floor 
gathering space beginning 
Sunday, December 6, 2009.  The 
offering envelopes will be on a 
table next to the Music Office 
door. 
 
Once again as a cost saving 
measure the offering envelopes 
are the generic “My Offering” 
type with an offering envelope 
dated for each Sunday. The 
Special Sunday and fifth Sunday 
envelopes are at the back of the 
book.  If you use the envelopes, 
please pick up a book during 
December in the gathering space. 
 
Also available on the table will 
be electronic or e-giving sign up 
packets and information.  If  may 
elect to have your weekly 
offering electronically taken from 
your checking, savings or on your 
credit card. If you would like to 
begin this option,  please pick up 
one of the e-giving packets 
marked “E-Giving” and sign up.  
With e-giving you may select the 
day of the month, the amount and 
account you wish to use for your 
weekly giving. 
 
Please note there is a 3% fee for 
credit card use in the e-giving 
program.  If possible, you are 
asked to consider the fee when 
electing to have credit card 
deduction as your option. 
 
E-giving is done through 
CheckFree a very secure and 
confidential way to give.  If you 
have any questions, please 
contact the church office at  
349-7020.  

 



 
 

SIGHTS AND 
SOUNDS 

OF CHRISTMAS 
 

The annual  guided musical 
walking tour of Newark 
downtown churches will be 
December 3 beginning at 6:00 
p.m. Tickets are $5.00 for 
persons 12 years old and older, 
children under 12 are free. All 
proceeds go to the Licking 
County Food Pantry. 
 
Tickets are available at the 
Greater Licking County 
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau, 
the Licking County Chamber of 
Commerce, and all participating 
churches.  The night of the tour 
tickets are available on the 
shuttles and at Second 
Presbyterian Church. 
 
Participating churches are Second 
Presbyterian Church, Trinity 
AME Church, Trinity Episcopal 
Church, First Presbyterian 
Church, Plymouth Church, St. 
Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, First United Methodist 
Church,  and St. Francis de Sales 
Roman Catholic Church. 
 
Tour begins at Second 
Presbyterian Church. Please park 
at St. Francis De Sales Church 
located at 66 Granville Street.  
Free shuttle bus service is 
available from St. Francis parking 
lot to the Second Presbyterian 
Church. 
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Choirs set 
performance�

�
The Messiah will be offered on 
Sunday, November 29th, at 4:00 
p.m. in the Sanctuary.  
 
The choirs of First United 
Methodist, Second Presbyterian 
and St. Paul’s Lutheran churches 
and the Johnstown High School 
Chorale will sing accompanied by 
an orchestra directed by FUMC 
Minister of Music Jeff Rings. 
 
Plan now to attend.  
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Each year the United Methodist Women (UMW) offer an opportunity for each person to intentionally count their 
blessings by using a calendar with daily prompts as a way to support missions.  Everyone is invited to participate, not 
just members of UMW.  Look over the calendar below and each day calculate the amount of giving using the prompt 
and record it on the calendar.  Then on December 6 bring your offering to church.  You can write a check or put the 
cash amount in an offering envelope and CLEARLY MARK as UMW THANK OFFERING or pick up a red 
envelope from the welcome center in the gathering space and place your offering in it.  All monies raised will go to 
the direct support of second mile missions through the UMW. 
 
 
 
 

            Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 
 

 

  

 

 
November 

  
 
 
 
 

15 – 
FIRST 
DAY 
 
$.25 if you 
attended 
church  

16 
 
$.10 if able to 
attend  
school as a child 

17 
 
$.10 if talked  
on  a cell or 
home 
telephone 
 

18 
 
$.25 if you have  
electricity 

19 
 
$.25 if you slept 
 in a bed 

20 
 
$.10 if you 
used  
a computer 

21 
 
$.10 if you  
watched a 
sporting event 
 
 

22 
 
$.25 if you 
read the 
printed 
word 

23 
 
$.05 for every 
pair of shoes 
 

24 
 
$.25 for  
every coat 
over  (two) 2 

25 
 
$.10 if you 
wear glasses 

26 
THANKSGIVING  
 
$1.00 if you ate 
with family today 

27 
 
$.10 if you 
got 
your hair 
done 

28 
 
$.25 if you own 
a 
cell phone 

29 
 
$.25 if you 
ate out 

30 
 
$.10 if  you  
drank  
a cup of coffee 

DECEMBER  
1 
 
$.10 if you 
had 
a hot meal 

2 
 
$.25 if you 
drank 
a glass of pop 

3 
 
$.10 if  you own 
a refrigerator 

4 
 
$.10 if you 
cooked 
on a stove 

5 
 
$.25 if you 
shopped 
at a grocery 
store 

6 
 
$.25 if you 
attended 
church 
THANK 
OFFERING 
DUE 
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Dear First Church Family- 
 
What a joy it is to be part of such 
a loving, gracious congregation!  
Our family is so very blessed to 
be serving among and with you. 
It is with deep appreciation that 
we express our heartfelt thanks 
for the many expressions of love 
and kindness during Clergy 
Appreciation Month.  Your kind 
words and thoughtful generosity 
mean so much to us.   A special 
thank you to Dr. Jack Neely and 
the Staff-Parish Relations 
Committee for the meal gift cards 
and your ongoing 
encouragement!  We are truly 
grateful! 
 

Pastor Mark, Nancy,  
Deborah and Molly 

 
FUMC family- 
Thank you so much for your 
kindness. Thank you for the visits, 
phone calls, prayers and meals 
and everything you have done for 
our family during this difficult 
time. Also for the wonderful 
baskets filled with snacks, food 
and gifts for mommy- what a 
treat! Please continue to pray for 
our family- they truly are lifting 
us up and carrying us through 
this difficult time. 

Love- Jeremiah, Katie 
and Carter Friesner 

 
Dear members of UMW- 
Thank you so much for the 
delicious chili from your dinner 
in November. The salad and 
homemade bread were much 
appreciated. Del and I are most 
grateful.  
       Love, Del and Ann Robinson 
 

___________________________  
 
Dear members of FUMC- 
Thanks to all of you for stopping 
by and greeting John and I when 
we were there last. We really did 
appreciate seeing all of you. We 
now live in Bellevue, John at the 
Willows and me with our 
daughter at 166 Hamilton Street, 
Bellevue, Ohio 44811.  Again 
thank you. 
             John, Donna Coventry 
 
Staff Parish/FUMC members- 
Thanks so much for remembering 
me during Pastor’s Appreciation 
Month, even though I retired 
from First Church in April. 
Virginia and I miss the First 
Church family and look forward 
to seeing you from time to time.  
                Pastor Charles 
 
First Church- 
On behalf of our father Dr. W.C. 
Myers, the family and I thank you 
for your many loving calls, cards, 
and prayers. A special thank you 
to Kay Gutridge, Wilma Poorman 
and the UMW for their delicious 
food donations. As we shared 
stories in celebration of his life, 
the taste and aroma of UMW 
cooking filled the air and our 
bodies with love of First Church. 
Thank  you for your many 
kindnesses and encouragement. 
                     Cheryl Lentz 
 
Dear First Church- 
On behalf of myself and the 
students of the Licking County 
Community Response Team 
(CERT) thank you for the use of 
your building for our training. 
During the eight weeks of classes, 
we were always made to fell 
welcome. Having the availability 
of the television and classrooms 
week after week made the 
learning atmosphere ripe for 
learning. It is so good to see a  
 

___________________________ 
 
church being used for community 
functions during the week as well 
as worship. Thank  you again 
    Lori Dixon, CERT Coordinator 
 
Dear First Church Family- 
 
I am so blessed to serve at First 
UMC Newark. and additionally 
blessed at the ways you care for 
your clergy. Bob and I want to 
thank you and SPRC for 
recognizing our ministry during 
Pastor’s Appreciation Month.  
What a joy to be part of this 
loving church family.  Many 
thanks! 
                Pastor Barb 
 
 

Food Pantry 
Donation 
 
First Church would like to thank 
Perryton UM Church for their 
donation of canned goods to our 
Food Pantry.  Your support is 
appreciated.  
 
 

 Final tally 
 

Thank you to all walkers and 
donors for the 2009 CROP 
WALK held on November 18, 
2009.  Twenty three walkers 
enjoyed the great weather as the 
walked the path along OSU-N.   
 
A total of $1549.44 was 
collected. Your donations will 
provide support to the hungry in 
our communities.
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Ministers:   
Every Member of First Church 
Barbara Sholis, Senior Pastor 
Mark Chow, Associate Pastor 
Carl Robinson, Pastor Emeritus 
 

Staff: 
Dr. Mary Lutz, Dir. of Spiritual Formation and  
       Lay Ministry Development 
Anita Snow, Family Ministry 
Brandi Grant, Director of Youth 
Vicki Miller, Administrative Secretary/Treasurer 
Jan Hendren, Receptionist 
Belinda Paisley, Communications Secretary 
Sue Sensibaugh, Financial Secretary 
Jeff Rings, Minister of Music 
Dolores Barber, Organist 
Cathy Carpenter, Pianist 
Karen Cost, Handbell Director 
Debby Green, Joyful Noise Director 
Gary Watson, Facility Manager and Maintenance 
Linda Marroquin, Part-time Custodial 
Dave Bibler, Night Lock Up 
Katie Miller, Media Intern 
Nancy Higgins, Child of God Director 
Dave & Kristen Markay, Missionaries in Italy 
Dennis & Dee Heffner, Missionaries in New Mexico 
�
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
P.O. Box 729, Newark, Ohio 43058-0729 
740-349-7020               Fax: 740-670-0911 

 

Website:  www.firstumcnewark.org 
Office e-mail: office@firstumcnewark.org 

 

The e-mail address for an individual staff member is 
<NAME>@firstumcnewark.org, where <NAME> is the 

person’s first initial followed by their last name. 
 

Office Hours 
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.   Monday – Friday 

�
The PIONEER Newsletter is published on 

the 3rd Monday of the month; 
the deadline for submission of articles is 

the Friday just prior to publication. 
 

Newsletter, website, and bulletin/announcement 
submissions should be placed in the Office mailbox 

(just outside the Sanctuary) or sent to: 
communications@firstumcnewark.org 
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