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Keeping Christ in Christmas! 
 
Dear First Church Family and Friends, 
 
Thanksgiving kicks off one of my favorite times of the year. For the church, it is a time of joyful 
preparation for the day we celebrate the birth of our Savior. Each year, I look forward to each of the 
Advent Sunday and Christmas Eve services as we point towards the Birth of Jesus. How about you?  
 
There are a couple of things, however, that really irritate me during this season. One is ‘Black 
Friday.’ I wonder, “Who came up with that name?” Have you ever thought about it? For retailers, it is 
the kickoff of one of the greatest seasons of consumer spending. I’m thinking that retailers, credit 
card companies, and many others ought to call Black Friday ‘Good Friday’ but, of course, that name 
is already taken! 
 
Another irritant is the use of ‘Xmas’ when referring to ‘Christmas,’ to either just abbreviate the word 
or to specifically remove the name of Christ. Even though for many folks Christmas is a day without 
Christ, it is a reminder for Christian believers that God sent to us and the world the greatest gift 
possible. How do we keep Christ in Christmas? 
 
One tradition Pam and I have kept during all of years of marriage is to place a crèche under our 
Christmas tree. The gifts are only placed under the tree after Christmas Eve services. Prior to opening 
our gifts on Christmas Day, we read the Christmas Story from Luke 2:1-20. If you do not have a 
tradition in your home for intentionally remembering why we have Christmas to celebrate, maybe 
this is the year to prayerfully consider how you might start such a tradition. 
 
This year we have the privilege of celebrating Christmas Day on Sunday. Knowing that many 
will be traveling, and that families with children will open gifts early in the morning, we will have 
one worship service of Christmas celebration at 11:00 am. While on the subject of worship, we 
will experience a treat on New Year’s Day with the cantata ‘Winter Rose’ and the sharing of 
Holy Communion during a single morning worship service, also at 11:00 am. 
 
May this be a great Christmas season for you and yours as together we ‘Keep Christ in Christmas!’ 
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Mike Denman 
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P.O. Box 729, Newark, Ohio 43058-0729 
740-349-7020               Fax: 740-670-0911 

 

Web site:  www.firstumcnewark.org 
Office e-mail: office@firstumcnewark.org 

 

The e-mail address for an individual staff member is 
 

<name>@firstumcnewark.org 
 

where <name> is the person’s first initial 
followed by their last name (no punctuation). 

 

Office Hours 
 

8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.   Monday – Friday 
 

 

The PIONEER Newsletter is published monthly; 
the deadline for submission of articles is the 

15th of each month. 
 

The First Church website is updated 
continuously; desired updates should be 

submitted at least one week prior to the date 
they are requested to appear on the website. 

 

Announcements are published weekly as 
worship bulletin inserts, and are displayed on 

the screens in the front of the Sanctuary prior to 
worship services; the deadline for submission 
of announcements for a given Sunday is the 

preceding Tuesday. 
 

 

Newsletter, website, and/or announcement 
submissions should be emailed to: 

 

communications@firstumcnewark.org 
 

or placed in the Office mailbox 
(just outside the Sanctuary). 

 

When submitting website updates or announcements, 
please indicate the dates or date range 

for which they are to be published. 
Please include a contact name and email address or 

phone number with all submissions. 
 

 

Thoughts from 
Your Lay Leader 
 

By Jeff Walker   
     

This month I want to share some thoughts 
about silence.  Many of us spend our lives without 
the hint of silence.  Just think how all the noise 
around us keeps us from hearing our innermost 
thoughts. Wouldn’t it be nice to practice silence?  

  

Richard Foster, in the book entitled A Year 
With God shares, “Though silence sometimes 
involves the absence of speech, it always involves 
the act of listening. Simply to refrain from talking, 
without a heart listening to God, is not silence.” 
Our aim should be to cultivate an inner silence, so 
that we can turn our hearts to God even while we 
‘hear’ noise and converse with others.  

  

Silence can also offer us the chance to control 
our tongues, so we can listen to others as well as to 
God. This can be important for our relationships. 

  

Here’s a plan to help develop a discipline of 
silence in our lives. Each of the next 10 days, 
spend at least 15 minutes in silence. Find the 
quietest place you can, and make sure you honor 
the silence by being silent.  Begin the time with a 
short prayer asking the Lord to help you block out 
any extra noise, so you can focus on God.   Spend 
the time mostly seeking to quietly listen for what 
God may tell you.  If need be also read scripture if 
that helps you find the silence you need.  If you 
can journal about this time with God afterwards 
and reflect on the outcome it will help you grow in 
this process. The silence will reward you richly. 

  

What a way to provide yourself with a time of 
refreshing for your relationship with the Lord!  

  

For those using the daily bible reading 
schedule printed last December in the Pioneer , we 
will include it again for next year in the January 
Pioneer. 

  

Many blessings until next month! 
 

 

 

 

Child of God Preschool  
By Nancy Higgins, Preschool Director 

 

 

The First Thanksgiving 
 

The children have been spending time in 
November learning about the Pilgrims and the 
native Americans at the first Thanksgiving.  The 
Rainbow room children had a ‘pow-wow’ and 
told stories around the ‘campfire.’  On Tuesday 
Nov. 22nd, the children and their families will 
enjoy a harvest feast together. 
 

A Tasty Fundraiser 
 

On Tuesday, December 6, please come 
out to City Barbeque for dinner or carry out. A 
whopping 25% of your bill will come back to 
support Child of God Preschool! 

 

Please pick up a flyer in the church 
Gathering Space.  Eat out with your friends & 
families while knowing that you are helping 
support a great cause. What a tasty way to raise 
money for our Preschool! 

 

Use City Barbeque’s convenient online 
ordering to order in advance. Just go to their 
website www.citybbq.com, click on “Order 
Online,” and place your order (specifying when 
you want to pick it up); then present your flyer 
when picking up and paying for your order. It’s 
that easy! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Joyful Noise Choir Singing 
 

The ‘Joyful Noise’ choir will be singing 
during the 11:00 a.m. service on December 11th! 
This children’s choir (ages 3 yrs. – 3rd grade) 
will be sharing Christmas favorites as part of the 
Traditional worship service. Debby Green and 
Anita Snow have been working with our 
children preparing them for this special event. 
We hope you enjoy their gift to you! 
 

Tween Time, Saturday Night! 
 

Minute to Win It! Game night … 
could you keep three balloons in the air for 60 
seconds, or scoop cotton balls into a bowl with a 
spoon while blindfolded and with one hand 
behind your back?! The kids played these games 
and more at Tween Time in November! 

 

In addition to the fun, our Tweens made 
five “Birthday Bags” for our First Church Food 
Pantry! These bags included a cake mix, a can of 
icing, birthday candles and 
small gifts. Our hope is that 
each of these “Birthday 
Bags” will be a blessing to a 
family who is otherwise 
unable to have a birthday 
cake for their child/grandchild. Thank you to the 
kids who brought items in to donate. Please keep 
getting donations for these special bags, as I’m 
sure once the word is out, the ‘Birthday Bags’ 
will be received with smiles!  

 

Thank you to our November Parent 
Volunteers: Janet Walton, Missie Stachler, and 
Brian Snow. Together we can serve Christ, by 
teaching and guiding our children! 



 

Upcoming Tween Activities 
 

December: No Tween Time 
 

Jan. 14: Wii Game Night, with dinner at the 
church;  5:00-7:00 p.m. 

 

Questions about ‘Tween Time’ should be directed 
to Anita Snow (asnow@firstumcnewark.org). 
 

Christmas Eve Family Service 
 

The Family Christmas Eve service 
will be at 5:00 p.m. on December 24th. We are 
having rehearsals now for our children/youth 
Christmas program. In the event your child did 
not attend the November 20th  informational 
meeting and would like to participate, please 
contact Anita Snow, Director of Family 
Ministries, at asnow@firstumcnewark.org as 
soon as possible. We can not guarantee a 
speaking part, but certainly would love to 
include all of those interested! 
 

Sunday school: a place for all 
 

Sunday School is a time to enhance our 
faith journey as individuals and as families. 
Please join us on Sunday mornings from 9:45 
– 10:45 a.m. – finding a place to plug in is easy!  
 

Preschool – 5yrs. 
Bible stories with Katie Lee and Bonnie Brooks. 
 

K – 3rd Grades 
FaithWeaver Friends ** a new curriculum! ** 
 

4th – 6th Grades 
Re:FORM with Larry Lorence and Jodi Nichols. 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School 
 

Our Junior and Senior High Sunday 
school class is kicking off an Advent study 

which will run through the month of December. 
The Jr. and Sr. High Sunday school class meets 
each Sunday on the second floor of the youth 
house from 9:45-10:45 a.m. If you or someone 
you know is interested in getting involved in 
Sunday school, please see Brandi Rigsby, 
Warren Adams, or Gary Watson for more 
information. In addition, we want to say thank 
you to Warren and Gary for their continued 
support of the Youth Sunday school class! 
 

Youth Group 
 

Our youth in grades 7-12 meet each 
Sunday evening from 5:30-7:30pm (except 
holiday weekends). During the month of 
November we completed a lesson series on what 
it means to be a Christian. We spent three weeks 
learning about our identity as God’s creation and 
children, our relationship with God as forgiven 
and reconciled believers, and our call to serve 
others and demonstrate the love of Christ to our 
community. 

 

Through December we will be 
rethinking the meaning of Christmas and will 
celebrate with a Christmas party on December 
18. If you or someone you know would like to 
get involved with the youth group or have any 
questions, please contact Brandi. 
 

Senior High Small Group 
 

Our Senior High students have begun a 
small group which meets on Wednesday 
mornings at 6:15 a.m. at River Road 
Coffeehouse on 21st Street. We meet to enjoy a 
cup of coffee (or hot chocolate), share our 
prayer concerns and praises, and discussing our 
reading of the book The Purpose-Driven Life as 
we discern God’s purposes and call for each of 
our lives. All Sr. High students are invited to 
attend even if you can’t make it every week. If 
you would like more information and/or a copy 
of the book please contact Brandi. 

YOUTH NEWS! 

 

December Youth Schedule … 
 
 

Dec. 4: Youth Group from 5:30-7:30pm 
 

Dec. 11: Youth Group from 5:30-7:30pm 
 

Dec. 18: Youth Christmas Party from 5:30-7:30pm 
 

Dec. 25: No Youth Group 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School Class & 

Bowling Night for Young Adults! 
 

We know that young adults are busy and 
often scattered around the country, but as the 
holidays approach and you’re back in Newark to 
visit family and friends, we hope you know that 
your church family is thinking of you and 
hoping to reconnect with you. 

 

If you are between the ages of 18 and 30 
(married or single), we are planning a seasonal 
Sunday school class and get-together.  From 
November 27 to January 1, we will offer a 
Bible study and time of fellowship for young 
adults in the downstairs of the Youth House 
from 9:45-10:45 a.m. on Sunday mornings. In 
addition, on Friday, December 16, from 7-9 p.m. 
at AMF Lanes on 21st Street ,we are planning a 
time to get together to eat pizza, bowl and catch 
up. 

If you or someone you know may be 
interested in either of these opportunities please 
contact Brandi. 

 

Staying in touch with our 

Young Adults 
 

If you know a young adult (between the 
ages of 18-30, married or single, and without 

children) that we can include on our mailing list, 
please contact Brandi or the church office. 

 

In addition if you know a college 
student, young adult in the military, or any other 
young adult who would like to receive care 
packages periodically from the church please 
contact Brandi or the church office.  
 

 

Poinsettia Order Form 
Please complete and return to 

Diane Koman or the church office 
 

Name ____________________________ 
 
Phone ____________________________ 

 
MEMORIAL & HONORARIUM ORDERS 

**  PLEASE PRINT  ** 
 

______ 6” pot X $13.00 each  =  $________ 
 
 Please check one: 
 

 _____ I will pick up on Jan. 1st 

 

 _____ Please deliver plant to a shut-in  
 

(CIRCLE ONE) In Memory of  /  In Honor of: 

_____________________________ 
 

(CIRCLE ONE) In Memory of  /  In Honor of: 

_____________________________ 
 

Given by: 
__________________________________________ 
 

PERSONAL USE ORDERS: 
PICK UP WILL BE IN THE CHAPEL 

 

______ 6” pot X $13.00 each  =  $________ 
 
 Please check one: 
 

 I will pick up my personal use order on: 
 

 _____ December 4th 

 

 _____ December 11th  

 
 

Young Adult 

Ministries 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday 

 

4 Advent Sunday 

8:30 a.m. Poinsettia Sale 
8:30 a.m. First Word 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Traditional 
12:00 p.m. Praise Band Reh. 
3:30 p.m. Family Ch. Rehearsal 
5:30 p.m. Youth Group 

5 
10:00 Candle Lighters Ex. Mtg. 
2:00 p.m. Monday Talks 
5:30-6:00 & 7:00 Share Groups 
7:00 p.m. Scouts 
7:00 p.m. Visitation Team Mtg. 

6 
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
9:30 a.m. Share Group 
10:00 a.m. Bible Study 
7:00 p.m. Crew 4200A Scouts 
7:00 p.m. District Round Table 
7:00 p.m. Mary Circle 

11 Advent Sunday 

8:30 a.m. Poinsettia Sale  
8:30 a.m. First Word 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Traditional 
12:00 p.m. Praise Band Reh. 
3:30 p.m. Family Ch. Rehearsal 
5:30 p.m. Youth Group 

12 
11:00 a.m. COG Chapel 
5:30 p.m. Den Meetings  
5:30 p.m. Share Group 
6:00 p.m. Christmas Wrap Pty. 
6:00 p.m. Share Group 
7:00 p.m. Share Group 
7:00 p.m. Scouts 

13 
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
9:30 a.m. Share Group 
11:00 a.m. COG Chapel 
5:30 p.m. Den Meetings 
6:00 p.m. Emmaus Gathering 
6:30 p.m. Emmaus Board Mtg. 
6:30 p.m. Staff Parish 

18 Advent Sunday 
8:30 a.m. First Word 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Traditional 
12:00 p.m. Praise Band Reh. 
3:30 p.m. Family Ch. Rehearsal 
5:30 p.m. Youth Group 

19 
5:30 p.m. Share Group 
6:00 p.m. Share Group 
7:00 Deborah Circle 
7:00 p.m. Share Group 
7:00 p.m. Scouts 

20 
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
9:30 a.m. Esther Circle 
9:30 a.m. Share Group 
5:30 p.m. Den Meetings 
 

25 

CHRISTMAS DAY! 
One Service 11:00 a.m. 

26 
  

     Office Closed 

27 
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
9:30 a.m. Share Group 
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Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
                              1 

7:30 a.m. Chow Share Group 
11:45 a.m. Candle Lighters 
6:00 – 8:30 p.m. – Sights and 
Sounds Tour, Sanctuary 
6:00 p.m. Christmas Wrap Pty. 
6:30 p.m. Trustees 
7:00 p.m. Prayer Summit 

2 
 
 
  
 

3 
6:30 a.m. Share Groups 
8:30 a.m. UM Men 
9:00 a.m. Family Share 
Wrapping Day 

7 Mitten Tree Up 

5:00 p.m. Praise Band Reh. 
5:30 p.m. Praise Team Reh. 
6:00 p.m. Bible Study 
7:15 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 

8 
7:30 a.m. Chow Share Group 
9:30 a.m. UMW Ex. Meeting 
12:00 UMW Lunch/Program 
7:00 p.m. Prayer Summit 
 

9  
9:30 a.m. MOPS Monthly 
mtg/Childcare 
6:00 p.m. Patterson/Moretti 
Wedding Rehearsal 
 

10 
6:30 a.m.  Share Groups 
3:00 p.m. Patterson/Moretti 
Wedding 

14 
COG Christmas Parties 
12:30 p.m. Kitchen in use 
5:00 p.m. Praise Band Reh. 
5:30 p.m. Praise Team Reh. 
5:00 p.m. Community Dinner 
6:00 p.m. Bible Study 
7:15 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

15 
7:30 a.m. Chow Share Group 
9:00 COG Christmas Parties 
12:00 p.m. COG/Staff 
Christmas Party 
6:30 p.m. Finance 
7:00 p.m. Prayer Summit    

16 
 
COG Christmas Break 
   Dec. 16 – Jan. 3, 2012 

17 
6:30 a.m. Share Groups 
8:30 a.m. UM Men  
9:00 a.m. Delivery of Family 
Christmas Share 
9:30 a.m. Placing of Poinsettias 

21 
5:00 p.m. Praise Band Reh. 
5:30 p.m. Praise Band Reh. 
6:00 p.m. Bible Study 
7:15 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 

22 

7:30 a.m. Chow Share Group 
10:00 a.m. Family Christmas 
Rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. Prayer Summit 

23 

 

24 
6:30 a.m. Share Groups  
5:00 p.m. Family Christmas 
Service 
11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 
Service 

28 
5:00 Praise Band Reh. 
5:30 p.m. Praise Team Reh. 
6:00 p.m. Bible Study 
7:15 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

 

29 

7:30 a.m. Chow Share Group 
7:00 p.m. Prayer Summit                

 

30 31 
6:30 a.m. Share Group 

  



MINISTRY MATTERS 
 

    

Our Resource Center: “The Source” 
 

The Resource Room will be open every 
Sunday morning from 8:15 to 8:30 a.m., 9:30 to 
10:15 a.m., and noon to 12:15 p.m.  Resource 
Room committee members will be there to assist 
you or to answer questions.  There is also an "Idea 
Basket" near the door for you to add information 
on your interests for the space. 

 

We are working on the computer and a 
new program to keep materials and people who use 
them listed for you and for us.  Right now, we are 
still signing materials out on paper and that is 
sufficient for the time being.   We are all moving 
along and finding ways to make this space more 
usable and accessible for all interests and ages.  
Thanks for your good comments and helpfulness 
as we move into this new area.  We are very 
excited to keep growing, and to include more 
people. Stop in and 'check us out'.  Things will 
continue to change and be added as we grow! 

 

Linda Frail and the Resource Room Committee 
 

FOOD PANTRY & ‘MDF’ 
 

 From week to week, the worship bulletin 
insert include a list of the Food Pantry items 
needed, and First Church members and friends are 
encouraged to bring at least one item for the Food 
Pantry when they come for worship each week. In 
addition, folks are encouraged to make a financial 
donation to the Ministers’ Discretionary Fund 
(a.k.a. ‘MDF’) which is a fund that is used at the 
discretion of the ministerial staff to help persons 
with certain living expenses (rent, utilities, etc.). 
 

 Due to the generosity of the First Church 
Family, we have given out about 700 bags of 
groceries, and have been able to help 232 
families with the ‘last amount due’ on their 
utilities or rent. Times are tough for many is the 
current economy, but we have been able to help 
many by your giving. 

  

 Thanks to all of you for your continued 
generosity, and to the volunteers that help keep 
the Food Pantry organized and the shelves 
stocked..  
 

Annual Mitten Tree Project 
 

Donations of mittens, gloves, scarves, 
and knitted or crocheted caps for adults and 
children (we especially need adult-sized items) 
are requested for our ‘Mitten Tree.’ The items 
will be collected from Sunday December 4th, 
through Sunday, December 11th, and will be 
distributed at the December 14th Community 
Dinner. The items should be 
hung directly on the Mitten 
Tree in the Social Room (006). 
If you have any questions, 
please contact Bonnie Harrison 
(366-4790). 

 

 PLEASE NOTE: only new items may 
be distributed through a hat and glove program. 
 

Kroger Community Rewards 
 

The Kroger Community Rewards Program still 
exists, and is a way to donate a portion of your 
purchases to the church, much the same way the 
gift cards do through the SCRIP program.  Over 
the last several months several members have 
asked how they can enroll in the Kroger 
program. 
 

Kroger requires each person to stop at the 
service desk at the local stores and request the 
church receive the proceeds from the program.  
You can enroll by stopping at the service desk 
and updating your Kroger PlusCard Database by 
giving them the church number. To register 
online, go to: krogercommunityrewards.com 
(if you currently have a Kroger PlusCard). You 
will be asked to sign in as a new customer online 
if you have not designated the church as your 
organization to receive the rewards.   
 

MINISTRY MATTERS 
 

The Kroger Community Rewards Program is an 
easy way for members and friends of First Church 
to support the church.  Through the program, each 
time your Kroger PlusCard is scanned, a certain 
percentage of the sale will go to the church. Kroger 
monitors the program and sends a check to the 
church each month with a listing of the total 
purchases and the percentage the church receives. 
 

The number church’s number is NPO#80397 – 
First United Methodist Church, Newark.  The 
address connected to the church is the physical 
address of 88 N 5th Street, Newark.   
 

Please note that if you have registered in the 
past, you must re-enroll every year. Thank you 
for considering this option as you shop at Krogers. 
    

    

 
 
 
 
 

 The United Methodist Women will meet 
on Thursday, December 8

th
 at noon for our annual 

Christmas Tea. Women from several other 
churches’ UMW Units will be our guests. 
 

 All women of the church, whether a 
member of UMW or not, are also invited to attend 
the tea. We ask, if possible, that you call the 
church office to make a reservation. 
 

 UMW continues to sell candy on Sunday 
mornings. We have chocolate with peanuts, 
coconut, krispies, and raisins. The cost is $7.00 per 
pound. 
  

 Any woman is welcome to any of the First 
Church United Methodist Women’s group 
meetings or Circle meetings. Please contact UMW 
President Kay Gutridge (644-9477) for more 
information. 
 

Hope to see you on December 8
th

! 

 

Acolytes serving 
 

The following acolytes served 
during the month of October: 
 

Travis Bralley, Madison Cartnal, 
Aubrey Chann, Kaye Esterline, 
Brooke Lee, Nicholas Lee, Emily Rader, 
Breanna Snow, Caleb Snow and Garet Walton. 
 

Your willingness to serve the church is 
appreciated! 
 

CANDLE LIGHTERS 
 

The Candle Lighters will meet in 
January and February for their regular meetings 
at 11:45 a.m. on the first Thursday of the month. 
The luncheons will be potluck and the meat 
will NOT be provided. 

 

 Persons who plan to attend are also 
reminded of possibility of cancellation due to 
inclement weather: First Church policy states 
that if the Newark City Schools cancels classes 
for the day, all activities at the church are also 
cancelled. During the winter months you are also 
encouraged to use your own judgment as to 
whether or not you feel you can travel to and 
attend the meeting safely when deciding to 
attend. 

DEAGAN CHIMES HELP 
 

 Bob Ketner is looking for one or two 
persons who are electrically or mechanically-
inclined to help three hours once a month with 
the maintenance of our church’s Deagan Tower 
Chimes. 
 

 The Deagan Tower Chimes comprise 
two to three tons of brass tubes, and were 
dedicated on December 14, 1941 – a week after 
the attack on Pearl Harbor. In December, the 
chimes will be 70 years old. Please contact Bob 
(740-587-4171) if interested in helping.



CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 
 
 

 
 

 

About our members… 
 

Births 
- Rory Grayson Knight, October 15, to Timothy & 

Sherri Knight; proud grandparents are Jim & 
Jean Murray.  

 

Deaths 
- Mary Francis, October 2; great aunt of Lori Love 
- JoAnn Curran, October 9 
- George Dupler, October 21 
- Jane Anne Jackson, October 25 
- Dorothy Tholke, November 6; mother of 

Belinda Paisley 
 

Marriage 
- Jayme Schumacher and Christopher Moore, 

October 30. Jayme is the daughter of Mark & 
Nancy Chow. 

- Shirley Johnson and Dr. Robert Abbott, 
November 3. 

- Amanda Smith and Rick Ingold, November 12. 
 Rick is the son of Molly Ingold. 
 

Transfer In of Membership 
- Tamara Balding from the UMC of Chagrin Falls. 
 

Transfer Out of Membership 
- Susan Frahn, to Heath UMC. 
- Mark Masters to Reynoldsburg UMC. 
- Brandon & Courtney Biniker to Scioto Ridge 

UMC. 
 

Mail Bag 
  
Dear Pastor Mark, Reverend Denman, and 
Church Family, 
 

 Thank you for making our son's baptism a 
memorable and special day in our family's life. 

 

 Despite its being over four months ago on 
July 17th, it is very recent in our minds and hearts. 
The ceremony was beautiful, especially looking out 
into the congregation of all of his Samuel’s church 
family members. We knew Sam would feel 
welcomed, but we were pleasantly surprised that 
he stayed for the entire service. You and Reverend 
Denman are quite captivating! 
 The quilt and mementos from that day will 
always be looked upon with fond memories. 
Samuel is blessed to have such a loving church 
family. We know that he will receive many 
blessings over the years; however, this day is one 
of the utmost experiences. We truly appreciate you 
taking the time during a busy summer day to make 
this a special day for our son, Samuel Everett.    

Respectfully, 
Chad and Kerry Fuller 
 

Dear First Church, 
 

 I have tried to think of a way to thank 
each of you and decided to send a personal note to 
all of you. 
 You, as a church and individually, have 
shown how loving and caring you are many times 
in the past 4 years that Calvin was sick. I helped a 
lot to receive cards, notes, and telephone calls. 
Calvin really appreciated it, too. 
 The almost 33 years we were at First 
Church were wonderful and we counted ourselves 
blessed to be there. 
 The calls from Barb and Mike, the 
flowers, contributions to the scholarship fund, the 
hundreds of sympathy cards, prayers, and all other 
acts of love were greatly appreciated. 
 

Love, 
Lydia Roebuck 
 

 Many thanks to those who helped with the 
ushering duties (taking the offering and passing 
the communion elements) on All Saints Sunday. 
 

Les Hallisy

 

Dear First Church family, 
 We are completely overwhelmed by the 
show of support you have given us since we first 
learned of Andrew’s diagnosis of Duchenne 
Muscular Dystrophy. We truly can’t begin to 
THANK you enough. Some days it is truly hard to 
imagine we are even faced with this horrific 
disease. We truly know God has his hand on 
Andrew. HE will guide us through this journey 
with hope and strength. Thank you for your 
comforting words and constant prayer. 
 

 “Harvesting Hope for Andrew” was a 
huge success! We owe it to many of you for many 
reasons! We wanted to say thank you for those of 
you that volunteered your time at the event, for 
stuffing race bags, working registration tables, 
making coffee, setting up and tearing down, the list 
goes on and on. It was awesome that day to see so 
many of your faces volunteering and doing the 
run! We just hope you know how much we 
appreciated all you did! A special thanks to Karen 
Krinn and SignsNow for the wonderful banner in 
the picture above. We are also extremely grateful 
for the church for being a Cooperation Sponsor, 
it’s hard to put in words how grateful we truly 
are…THANK YOU! We are not finished yet … 
 

 “Thank You” to the many donations from 
First Church members that we received. There are 
so many amazing causes out there and we are so 
appreciative of your support in a cause that is so 
near and dear to our hearts. With First Church 
sponsorship, many of you walking/running in the 
race and donations it helped us to surpass our 
$5,000 goal to an AMAZING total of over $8,600! 
Wow…we are filled with such overwhelming joy 
and look to the future with optimism for our 
Beautiful boy, Andrew. 
 

 Thank you for loving him…thank you for 
loving us. We thank God many times for leading us 
to all of you at First Church 
 

With sincere 
thanks,  
Mitch, Jodi, 
Andrew & Ethan 
Nichols 

 

    

FFFFIIIIRRRRSSSSTTTT    CCCCHHHHUUUURRRRCCCCHHHH    SSSSTTTTAAAAFFFFFFFF:::: 
    

Mike Denman, Lead Pastor 
 Email: mdenman@firstumcnewark.org 
Mark Chow, Executive Pastor 
 Email: mchow@firstumcnewark.org 
Todd Frail, Congregational Care Pastor 
 Email: tfrail@firstumcnewark.org 
Carl Robinson, Pastor Emeritus 
 

Cathy Carpenter, Pianist 
 Email: ccarpenter@firstumcnewark.org 
Karen Cost, Handbell Director 
 Email: kcost@firstumcnewark.org 
Debby Green, Joyful Noise Director 
 Email: dgreen@firstumcnewark.org 
Jan Hendren, Receptionist 
 Email: jhendren@firstumcnewark.org 
Nancy Higgins, Child of God Preschool Director 
 Email: nhiggins@firstumcnewark.org 
Mark McPeek, Director of Technology 
 Email: mmcpeek@firstumcnewark.org 
Vicki Miller, Church Office Administrator 
 Email: vmiller@firstumcnewark.org 
Belinda Paisley, Communications Secretary 
 Email: bpaisley@firstumcnewark.org 
Stacey Reed, Be the Church Coordinator 
 Email: sreed@firstumcnewark.org 
Brandi Rigsby, Director of Youth & Young Adults 
 Email: brigsby@firstumcnewark.org 
Jeff Rings, Minister of Music 
 Email: jrings@firstumcnewark.org 
Sue Sensibaugh, Financial Secretary 
 Email: ssensibaugh@firstumcnewark.org 
Anita Snow, Director of Family Ministries 
 Email: asnow@firstumcnewark.org 
Mike Tomesek, Organist 
 Email: mtomesek@firstumcnewark.org 
Jeff Walker, Director of Adult Studies 
 Email: jwalker@firstumcnewark.org 
Gary Watson, Facilities Manager 
 Email: gwatson@firstumcnewark.org 
 

Linda Marroquin, Custodian 
 


